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In the †Name of the One, most holy and loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

From time to time, I try and watch prayers from St. Meinrad Archabbey in southern Indiana on YouTube. On
Tuesday morning this past week, the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles chronicled the martyrdom of St.
Stephen, the Deacon, the first martyr in the early Church.

The homilist concluded his message with a statement about giving one’s life for the sake of the Gospel. While
watching and hearing that message, I could see the stripping of a roof across the wide ravine of Plaster Creek
outside my living room windows.

On that rather cold morning, numerous roofers were working like crazy to rapidly strip the roof in preparation for a
new one.  The stripping of the old roof for a new one will protect the house from elements such as rain, sleet and
snow.  Giving of one’s life for the sake of the Gospel could mean stripping away of old patterns in life in
preparation for something new and life-giving.

Questions arose in my mind: How do I give of my life for the sake of the Gospel?  What do I need to strip away to
better follow Jesus in more life-giving ways?  How can I, how can we, better see a path to end such things as social
injustice, racial injustice, environmental injustice and injustice of any kind, and where do we start?

This past week, a verdict issued and justice seemingly served are far from putting an end to violence and injustice
in our nation.  What will it take for the transformation of the human heart so that compassion and mercy reign over
hatred and violence? What will it take to end the killing of individuals and whole groups of innocent people from
gun violence?

How are you today in the midst of so many challenges and on this the Fourth Sunday of Easter?  Today, we
continue to proclaim that “Christ is risen from the dead”?  Note, the present tense of the verb, “is”, and not the past
tense, “was”.  For if we believe that Christ is risen, then, what?

Are we prepared to embrace what we claim as the Gospel of truth, justice and love?  Are we prepared to set aside
our own agendas in how we think the Church should look and feel like for the greater good of the whole? Are we
prepared to strip away those things which prevent us from embracing a new roof of sorts, a new way of embracing
the love of God in Jesus?  Are we prepared to be nourished by the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, as we are filled
with the breath of God deep within us?

The extension of the chancel and new altar-at-the-crossing are meant to bring that Sacrament of the Eucharist more
physically present into the midst of all gathered around it.  The Sacrament belongs to the people of God.  It is
celebrated not by a single priest at the altar but by all gathered together around it.

At this Table of the Lord, the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus to nourish and sustain us for the
journey of life.  Here, we are fed so that we can give of ourselves for the sake of the love of God in Jesus.  That
love embraces all people no matter their backgrounds, the color of their skin, their political beliefs and even their
attitudes towards us, whether good or ill.
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We are follows of Jesus. As Christians, we have been claimed by Christ through Baptism and sealed as Christ’s own
forever.  As Christians, we are an ‘Easter People’ who stand before the empty tomb in amazement that Jesus is
risen, risen indeed!

What do we need to strip away to better embrace the reality of being claimed as the Beloved of Christ? Because of
the Resurrection, the old passed away and a new reality of God’s love for humanity was made most fully present in
and through the Risen Jesus. I believe we are here today whether physically or virtually because we long to be
nourished by God’s Word, feast at the Table of Life and feed on Christ “in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.”

Each Sunday, we hear the Gospel of Christ proclaimed in the midst of the people.  The Gospel calls us to newness
of life, to let go of the past and to be bearers of forgiveness, reconciliation and peace wherever we find ourselves.

The Gospel of Jesus sends us forth as a people to “serve God and all God’s people”.  The Gospel challenges us to
love one another as we are loved by God and to give of ourselves for the sake of others.  As we continue our Easter
Celebration and also mark Earth Day 2021, today’s Gospel with its agrarian theme of shepherd and sheep seems
appropriate.

Jesus is the Shepard who lovingly tends and nourishes us in the midst of creation.  That creation is suffering under
the weight of tremendous pollution and marked changes in climate across the globe.  Those changes more directly
impact the less fortunate in the world and challenge us with ‘environmental justice’.

According to a recent report, nearly 700 million people around the world are suffering from food scarcity due to
climate change.  (https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/food-security) Not only was this past year recorded as one of
the three warmest years on record, the pandemic “could double the number of people” facing food scarcity across
the world.
(https://www.wfp.org/news/covid-19-will-double-number-people-facing-food-crises-unless-swift-action-taken)

God’s creation, Mother Earth, is in need of our tending not unlike Jesus who tends and cares for us, his flock.  Just
yesterday, our Breakfast Café served its Saturday meal to our neighbors.  Shortly thereafter, we sponsored a food
truck in conjunction with Feeding America to serve other neighbors in our community.

God calls us to tend God’s creation and to tend one another as we are tended by God.  We are called to be people of
justice and to do what we can to use the gifts we have been given more responsibly each and every day. We can do
that, and so we pray: “Breathe on me breath of God. Fill me with life anew that I may love what Thou doest love
and do what Thou wouldst do”.  Amen.
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