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The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato 
 
                                            
+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength 
and Redeemer.  Amen. 
 
Join me, as we take a journey together.  It may not be a very comfortable journey.  Those who walked in 
the company of Jesus may have journeyed along an uncomfortable road.  The message of his Gospel may 
be one of comfort in some ways but it is also one of challenge.  For Jesus, the status quo was not acceptable.  
So, journey with me, if you will. 
 
The year was 1968.  “They were white and black and brown. They saluted, prayed, stood still and silent, 
wept, saluted, held a hand over their heart or just followed the slowly moving cars of the train with eyes 
that seemed just a bit apprehensive or even a bit frightened by what had happened and what might be 
happening to the land around them.” So wrote Mike Barnacle this past week in The Daily Beast.  He wrote 
on the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Senator Robert Kennedy and the train which carried his body 
from New York to Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, D. C.  
 
1968 was a tumultuous year in our nation’s history.  The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated.  
Senator Robert Kennedy was assassinated.  Race riots and riots protesting the Vietnam War rocked city 
streets across our nation.  Our military personnel were dying in the Vietnam War.  For the first time in 
history, TV nightly news broadcast images of combat and death half-way across the world.  (For more events 

in 1968, see: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/timeline-seismic-180967503/) 
 

What have we learned from those days in our nation’s history?  What have we learned about courage, 
determination, fortitude, strength and commitment?  What have we learned so that we can teach our 
children that the grace of God is at its best in ‘wisdom’, wisdom to learn, wisdom to embrace, wisdom to 
become change and wisdom needed to transform the human heart?  What have we learned so that all 
people, all people, can have the opportunity to live and breathe the goodness of God?   
 
In today’s Gospel, we find a sentence that is an often quoted sentence from the Bible.  Jesus says that “a 
house divided against itself cannot stand”.  As true as it was in the First Century, it was true in 1968.  It 
was also true in June of 1858, when Abraham Lincoln gave a speech in Springfield, Illinois that rocked the 
nation, a nation divided by slavery, an institution which had dug deep bloody wounds into our nation’s 
fabric.  (See: http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/house.htm) We were a country divided, and 
the question looms large about divisions in which we find ourselves today. 
 
I believe we are here this morning because we as believers in Jesus long for unity and peace, the respect 
for and dignity of all people.  We long for a nation in keeping with the justice and mercy of God as we 
know them in the Scriptures.  We long for a nation healed and made whole, a nation united and not 
divided.  I believe we are here because we have responded to God’s call, God’s grace pulling us ever closer 
to God’s way of life, the way of Jesus.  Jesus was a ‘change agent’, if you will, and perhaps, we, too, are 
called to be the same.  
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How can we be ‘change agents’ in a world divided by socio-economic disparities, cultural differences and 
racial inequalities?  If Jesus were physically here in our midst, what would he say?  What would he tell us 
to do so that the Kingdom of God, the Reign of God, the eternity of God’s love already at work can be fully 
realized?  What would Jesus tell us about the grace of God and the wisdom of God? 
 
Some 500 years ago before Jesus, the Greek poet, Aeschylus wrote: 
“Even in our sleep, pain which cannot forget 
falls drop by drop upon the heart 
until, in our own despair, against our will, 
comes wisdom through the awful grace of God.” ~Aeschylus 
(https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/481415-even-in-our-sleep-pain-which-cannot-forget-falls-drop) 

 
That “awful grace of God” is really the “awe-filled grace of God”.  We stand in awe of the grace of God 
found in the Scriptures especially in the life and witness of Jesus.  We stand in awe of the grace of the 
Eucharist and grace in the community of faith gathered here and elsewhere, the community which gathers 
in the Name of Jesus.   
 
Through God’s grace in the on-going presence of the Holy Spirit, there is wisdom in the midst of the 
community.  There is wisdom when two or three are gathered together in the Name of Jesus, wisdom, 
grace, truth and unity of mind and heart.   
 

Recently, Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, said that “Jesus told his disciples that they were to be 

salt and light (Matthew 5: 13-16), both the means of preserving the society in which the Church exists and 

also the source of illumination that reveals both shadow and truth, that unveils what seeks to be hidden, 

and illuminates what inspires. For the Church to be effective and to continue to be blessed by God, it must 

speak truth to the societies that it sees around it and act in a way that is consistent with the truth it speaks.” 

(http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2018/06/archbishop-of-canterbury-says-a-reconciled-church-can-dispel-the-fear-of-

the-other.aspx)  

Archbishop Welby spoke against the “fear of the other”.  That ‘fear of the other’ begs for the wisdom, 

compassion and mercy of God we find in Jesus.  That fear can divide us, and yet, the Gospel of Jesus calls 

us to stand in solidarity with all our sisters and brothers, those in Guatemala, children separated from 

parents at our Mexican border, those on our city streets and the list goes on.   

We are called to respect the “other” as Jesus would have us respect all people.   The grace we need to 

accomplish that is ours.  The Gospel of Jesus and today’s celebration can enable us to experience God’s 

grace alive and well in our hearts.   

Today, Jesus tells us, “Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother”.  To be God’s 

family, members of the household of God, means to live as Jesus lived and demonstrate the love of Jesus 

to others.  When we do our best to love as Jesus loved, we act with wisdom and in keeping with the will 

of God.  Let us embrace the grace of God, allow it to transform our hearts and go forth to create a 

community of belonging, of respect and of genuine love for all people.  Amen. 
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