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The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (B) 

Celebration Sunday 

September 09, 2018 

The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato 

 

                                            

 

+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and 

Redeemer.  Amen.   

 

A little known story from the annals of my life is that when I was in college, I was in a very serious car accident.  I 

had just started my organ studies when I was involved in an accident.  I was a passenger in a car which slid on a 

very icy street and in to a telephone pole.  It happened on a cold winter night and on a street between a church and 

a synagogue.   

 

I think it was one of those accidents which one might characterize as ‘pretty freaky’.  The motor of the car, 

impacted by the telephone pole, came in on to my right leg.  After experiencing the ‘jaws of life’ in real time, I 

was pulled from the wreckage and taken to a local hospital.   

 

My survival and recovery had less to do with my personal prayer than the prayer of the Episcopal Church to which 

I belonged at the time and the prayer of those from around the country.  The word went out to many people to 

pray.  I believe that it the prayer of others which enabled me after four surgeries to walk again, to play the organ 

again and to graduate with two degrees in organ performance.   

 

One grace in the many stories of those restored to health is in the healing power of God often experienced through 

the power of prayer.  I believe that God’s grace is present at all times in life, including the more challenging of 

life’s situations.   

 

If there is grace in my accident story, I believe it is in the surgery and recovery which mysteriously took place.  I 

used to jokingly say that the brilliant surgeon miraculously put Humpty Dumpty back together again.  

 

Why do I tell you this story on this Celebration Sunday?  Well, I believe today’s Gospel has much to do with faith 

and persistence in prayer.  As a preacher committed to biblical preaching, personal stories linked to biblical stories 

can be life-giving. 

 

In today’s Gospel, we hear two miracle stories.  In reflecting on them, it is the first account which seems to me to 

be more provocative of the two.   

 

In the first account, the woman of non-Jewish heritage approached Jesus about the need for her child to be healed.  

She had to persist to get his attention and for him to act.  Even after the shocking language of dogs feeding on 

crumbs from a table, she didn’t give up.  Jesus changed his mind, granted her request, and healed her daughter.   

 

Last week in reflecting on the Gospel and the power of prayer and healing, two things occurred to me.  One is that 

we pray for ourselves and others because as Christians it is the ‘right’ thing to do as followers of Jesus.  Two is 

that we pray to connect our lives with the life of God. Prayer is our intimate connection with God through the 

power of the Spirit.    

 

Sometimes, response to prayer is more apparent than others.  Sometimes, response is what we in human terms 

determine to be a non-response.  Whether we receive the response for which we hope and pray or not, the Judeo-

Christian Tradition teaches us that God hears our prayers.   
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Matthew 6:8 tells us that God knows our needs better than we know them ourselves.  One of the great mysteries in 

life is that we as humans cannot really know the mind of God much less God’s response to prayer.   

 

There are many times in life when God’s voice is seemingly silent.  However, just as we believe that “God is 

love”, I believe that it would not be in God’s nature for God to be silent or to reject the prayer of God’s creatures. 

 

Over the span of my priestly life, I have come to accept that “God’s time is not our time”.  Perhaps, God’s 

response to our prayer is not always a response that we can appreciate or understand.  One writer says: “God’s 

time is so far from our concept that it can be difficult not to panic at the thought of trusting it. When we trust in 

God, we can regain our sense of security, by drawing it from its rightful place - in God.” (Jada Pryor at 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/christiancrier/2015/06/26/top-7-bible-verses-about-gods-timing/) 

Perhaps, Verses 1 and 2 of Psalm 40 say it best in reminding us that God hears us and that we need to be patient in 

that process.  Psalm 40 begins, “I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry.  He drew me 

up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.” 

For me and perhaps for you, the beauty of prayer is in the act of praying more than in a response from God to that 

prayer.  The ‘act of praying’ is in keeping with Jesus’ own actions when he prayed to his Father.  Jesus prayed for 

strength, courage and the power to heal those who suffered in mind, body or spirit.  Every Sunday, we pray as a 

community in the Prayers of the People. Our prayer asks God to be with us, to hear us, and to act in our lives. 

 

I take heart in a favorite Scripture passage from the Prophet Isaiah (40:31): “They who wait for the LORD shall 

renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk 

and not grow faint”.  Perhaps, these words from Isaiah can give us strength and confidence. 

 

Here we are today on this Celebration Sunday as followers of Jesus.  Here, we renew our confidence in God and 

recommit to the mission to which we are called at St. Mark’s.  We are confident that we are in the presence of God 

in Jesus through the power of the Spirit.  We commit to doing what we can to walk as Jesus walked and pray for 

strength and courage. 

 

Today is a celebration, a coming together as people of God, a demonstration of our commitment to God and God’s 

commitment to us.  It is a celebration of another program year and the many ministries we embrace for our good 

and the good of others through our work together at St. Mark’s.    

 

Here, we are excited about God’s presence in our lives and for opportunities to connect minds, hearts and spirits 

with God in Jesus and one another.  We are excited for the opportunities we have to give of ourselves so 

generously that lives can experience transformation.  

 

Join with me to celebrate the generosity of God and work to transform that generosity into something new, 

something creative, and something wonderful. And, let us pray that saying “yes” to God’s invitation to 

transformation, we will be transformed through the amazing generosity of God.    
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