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+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and 

Redeemer.  Amen.  

      

The art of storytelling is probably as ancient as humanity itself.  Once we transitioned to be creatures with intelligence 

and reason, thousands of generations of the human person have probably told stories.  The ancient cave dwellers 

attempted to communicate their stories in the art found in caves which to this day amaze archeologists and historians 

alike.    

 

Every story whether spoken or written down doesn’t quiet tell the ‘entire’ story.  Behind every story there are other 

stories or perhaps other stories we might call the backdrop or the background from which a story springs.   

 

In a recent article I read, archeologists in Israel chronicle the story of ancient amulets.  The article’s title tells the 

reader much about what to expect in the article:  “Words Unseen: The Power of Hidden Writing”.  The article is about 

two tiny amulets, small silver scrolls rolled up and worn around one’s neck.  The scrolls were written between the 

eighth to the sixth centuries, ‘Before the Common Era’ (BCE) or before the birth of Christ.   

 

The author tells us, “These writings index more than mere writing—they conjure association of prestige, wealth, 

social class, and even age.  Likewise, the hiddenness of words in lockets and other forms of jewelry are important 

both for what they reveal and conceal about social bonds, relationships, hopes and losses… The fact that such unseen 

words often touch our bodies points to the crucial role they play in shaping our self-perception…”  (Jeremy Smoak. 

Words Unseen: The Power of Hidden Writing. Biblical Archeology Review. Vol. 44, No. 1. January-February 2018, p. 54).   
 

Twenty-four hours a day, I wear a gold Celtic cross and chain around my neck.  They were purchased in the 1990’s 

when I was on a trip to Ireland.  I vividly remember the store front and where it was in Dublin.  The cross recalls the 

central importance of Christ in my life.  It also reminds me of that time in Ireland with a fellow priest who passed 

away in 2015.  So behind the cross and chain are the stories of Christ crucified and risen as well as a wonderful trip 

with a friend. 

 

The story of Jesus cleansing the Temple in Jerusalem is much more than it appears to be on the surface.  One might 

refer to the actions of Jesus encountering the money changers to be a visual illustration of the need for reform.  Behind 

that story in the Gospel are other important and engaging stories, hidden words with multiple associations which 

enrich the primary story with deeper significant meaning.   
 

The actions of Jesus brought the activity of selling sacrificial animals in the Temple to a standstill.  That activity was 

a necessary part of the commerce conducted in the Temple.  The system was believed to be unjust, at times punitive 

because of the costs and a distraction from experiencing the holiness of the Temple.  It was the Temple where the 

presence of God was believed to intersect heaven and earth.   

 

Jesus’ actions “point to another holy place altogether. ‘Destroy this temple’, Jesus says, ‘and in three days, I will 

raise it up.’ No doubt those present were mystified and confused.  Jesus was not really speaking about the great 

Jerusalem Temple but was ‘speaking of the temple of his body,’” and that he would die and be raised from the 

dead.  (Mary Hinkle Shore, https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3575) 
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“In John’s Gospel, the body of Jesus is the new ‘holy place.’ ‘The Word became flesh, and lived among us,’ John 

writes. In the incarnation, the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, God’s dwelling place is with human beings, as a human 

being. So Jesus baits the Jewish leaders… ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up’.”  (Mary Hinkle 

Shore, https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3575) 

In the year 70, the great Jerusalem Temple was destroyed by the Romans.  That is fact and is part of a larger story.  

Years before that destruction, Jesus transitioned the Temple of God’s presence on earth to himself.  His body is 

God’s body, and we as his followers can experience God in and through him. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the 

body of Jesus lives on in our bodies.  His actions live on in our actions and in the actions of the body of the faithful 

we call ‘church’, the holy people of God.   

The hidden and unwritten words of the story of today’s Gospel open doors to other stories.  During Lent, this story 

is part of our Lenten journey.  During Lent, we are called reshape our story by an examination of conscience and to 

remove those things which keep us from embracing the love of God, the presence of God, in Jesus.   

Lent calls us in to a deeper story, a deeper reality, of who we claim to be as followers of Jesus.  As his followers, 

his story is our story with the potential to reveal the richness of God’s grace freely given.  When we embrace that 

grace, the richness of God’s gifts reveal the depth of God’s love for us in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  

But wait, the story continues!   

Lent calls us to reform our lives.  Through the suggested disciplines of prayer, fasting and giving of our gifts for the 

sake of others, Lent calls us to ‘oneness’ with Jesus.  Lent also calls us to ‘oneness’ with the Church striving to be 

more and more like Jesus, our Redeemer.   

I believe Lent calls us to be more attentive to our spiritual lives.  We are called to be attentive to the needs of others, 

attentive to the poor, the homeless and the refugees of our world.  We are called to be attentive to the needs of the 

sick and those who request our prayers.  We are called to be attentive to the violence which shapes the world in 

which we live.  We are called to be attentive to what it means to be an authentic disciple of Jesus. 

When Jesus turned over the tables of the money changers, he invited them in to a new and deeper spiritual reality.  

During Lent, Jesus invites us to a new and deeper spiritual reality.  How we respond and what changes we need to 

make are up to each of us.   

In a sense, Lent holds up a mirror so that we can more clearly see who we are and who God longs for us to be.  St. 

Mark’s is here to help us embrace and to respond to an invitation to be more like Jesus and to give us strength to 

make that a reality in our lives. 

I believe we are here this morning because we long to be together and to gain strength to live lives of faith, hope 

and love.  We long for a story which reflects a deeper and more meaningful reality of who God calls us to be. With 

God’s help, we have the power to write our stories and the story of the world around us.   

For the grace that is ours during Lent, we give thanks.  We ask God to bless us on this journey.   

 


