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THE RITE OF EPISOCPAL MARRIAGE AT ST. MARK’S 

This document contains the necessary information for members and non-members seeking the 

Rite of Marriage within the Episcopal Church.  In order to have an Episcopal wedding ceremony 

at St. Mark’s, at least one member of the couple must be Episcopalian.   

Section I: Fees for the Ceremony 

Congratulations on your upcoming marriage. At St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, we consider it a 

privilege to be a part of a marriage celebration.  

On the following pages, you will find our fees, policies and procedures for couples seeking the 

Rite of Marriage in the Episcopal Church.  All arrangements will be considered tentative until 

the enclosed application is signed and returned with the required deposit. Upon receipt of the 

application and deposit, your wedding date will be confirmed in our master calendar. May God 

bless you as you prepare for your ceremony at St. Mark’s or elsewhere.  

Though fees are not the most important aspect of marriage preparations, inquiries about fees are 

the most often asked questions. Therefore, we begin this document with the fees and fee 

schedule. These guidelines are for couples who desire an Episcopalian marriage and want to hold 

their ceremony at St. Mark’s.  This document includes fees for both members and non-members 

of St. Mark’s who are seeking to hold their wedding at St. Mark’s.    

A.  Fees for Members of St. Mark’s 

To be eligible for member pricing, at least one of the couple must have been an active member of 

the church for one year prior to application.  For members of St. Mark’s, there is no required fee 

for use of the facility or the Rector or Priest. It is customary to make an offering to the church as 

well as the Rector or Priest; these monies will be deposited in the Rector’s Discretionary Fund, 

which is used to help people in need.   It is expected that all offerings and fees be paid thirty days 

prior to the wedding, save the reservation fee, which must be paid at the time of scheduling the 

ceremony to secure the date and time.  The first party to submit a reservation fee will be given 

first preference for date.  

May God bless you as you continue your journey together. May you find your marriage 

preparation life-giving and fruitful in bringing you closer as you approach your married life..  



 

 

Below you will find suggested donation amounts for the church and officiant; in addition, we 

have included the costs of any additional services you might desire.  Please note that payments 

for additional services are fixed prices, not suggested donations. 

 

Suggested Donations: 

 

Use of St. Mark’s or St. Mary’s Chapel.  Package includes:  $500 

• $100 non-refundable reservation fee 

• Rehearsal the day before the ceremony 

• Use of St. Mark’s Sanctuary or St. Mary’s 

Chapel for five hours 

• Separate rooms for wedding party on the day of  

      the ceremony 

• Access to our sound system 

• Fee for a sexton 

• Fee for a Wedding Day Consultant.  

Clergy gift:          $200 

Use of Parish Hall (Reception/Rehearsal Dinner)    $200 

Fees for Additional Optional Services for Members:  

• Organist*        $250  

• Vocalist or additional instruments**     $175 

• Rehearsal with Musicians (per rehearsal)**     $ 50 

 
*If an outside organist is desired, please contact the organist at St. Mark’s for approval  

**This fee is subject to change; some vocalists and musicians charge more.  

 

Payment Schedule:  

• The non-refundable scheduling fee ($100) must be returned with the Application to 

secure your desired wedding date.  

• All fees must be paid 30 days prior to your wedding.  

• The remaining balance is due 30 days prior to the event date.  A gift for the clergy can be 

paid by check and given to the wedding consultant or mailed directly to St. Mark’s. 

 

B. Fees for Non-Members  
 

Package 1: St. Mark’s Sanctuary or St. Mary’s Chapel     $1,400 

(Flat fee for maximum of 5 hours)         

 

This package includes:  

• A $200 non-refundable scheduling fee; * 

• Fee for Wedding Day Consultant (required); 

• One-hour rehearsal the day before the ceremony;  



 

 

• Access to St. Mark’s Sanctuary or St. Mary’s Chapel for 4 hours;  

• Two separate rooms for wedding party on the day of the ceremony;  

• Full access to the sound system;  

• Fee for a sexton (required). 

 

Package 2:  St. Mark’s Sanctuary or St. Mary’s Chapel plus Officiant   $1,700 

This package includes:   

• All items in Package 1 

• Service performed by St. Mark’s clergy 

• Pre-marital counseling 

         

Package 3:  St. Mark’s Sanctuary or St. Mary’s Chapel plus Organist    $1,750 

This package includes:          

• All items in Package 1  

• Services of St. Mark’s organist.** 

 

Package 4: St. Mark’s Sanctuary or St. Mary’s Chapel plus Officiant and   $2,050 

This package includes: 

• All items in Package 1 

• Service performed by St. Mark’s clergy 

• Services of St. Mark’s organist 

 
  *The first party to secure a reservation fee will be given first preference for date.  
**If an outside organist is desired, please, contact the organist at St. Mark’s for approval 
 

Additional Optional Services and Costs* 

• Vocalist or Instrumentalist Fee:       $175 

o This fee may be variable if visiting musicians are hired.  

• Organist fee for rehearsal with musicians (at organist’s discretion):  $ 50 

• Use of Parish Hall and Kitchen       $500 
 

 

Payment Schedule: 

The non-refundable scheduling fee of $200 must be returned with a signed application form in 

order to secure your preferred event date. All fees must be paid 30 days prior to your wedding. 

Checks should be made to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.  

 

$200 non-refundable reservation fee  this secures your date in our calendar 

1/2 remaining balance    due 6 months prior to event date 

remaining balance    due 30 days prior to event date 

 

 



 

 

                                                    WEDDING CONTRACT 

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

I have read and understand the policies given by St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and agree to the 

policies and provisions contained herein. By signing this agreement, we acknowledge we are 

responsible for informing our guests, vendors, and contractors of the above policies, provisions, 

and liabilities of the Church.  

Applicant 1 Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: __________ 

eMail Address: ________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 

 

Applicant 2 Signature: ____________________________________________Date: __________ 

eMail Address: ________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 

 

Approved by: _________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

 

Package Chosen and Cost ________________________________________________________ 

Additional Costs:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Deposit Received: ____________ 

Balance After Deposit (including additional costs): ____________ 

$___________ due on _____________(½ Balance) 

$___________ due on _____________(Remaining Balance)   

  



 

 

Section II: General Considerations 

The Episcopal Church teaches and affirms that marriage is intended to be a lifelong and 

exclusive union and partnership between two people. St. Mark’s happily celebrates a marriage 

between a woman and a man or between same-sex couples in keeping with respecting the rights 

and dignity of all human persons.  

This teaching and affirmation is grounded in the teaching of Genesis chapter two, which is 

reflected and emphasized in the teaching of Jesus, 'Therefore a man leaves his father and mother 

and is joined (clings) to his wife, and they become one flesh" (Genesis 2:24 & Mark 10:6-8). The 

union of two people is an expression of the totality of their union, each with the other. The public 

exchanging of vows and the giving of rings in the presence of God, relatives, and friends are 

profound symbols of a couple’s commitment to each other and their unending love within the 

love of God.  

For Episcopalians, marriage is a celebration for the entire Christian Community. Marriage is 

rooted in the Paschal Mystery, the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The couple 

partakes of the death and resurrection of Christ in giving themselves unreservedly to each other 

in sacrificial love.  

For Episcopalians, marriage is most fully celebrated within the context of the Holy Eucharist, 

which sets forth the Paschal Mystery within the setting of the bread and wine as the Body and 

Blood of Christ given for us. It is appropriate that the first action of the newly married couple is 

to receive the Eucharist. It is also in regular participation in the Community of Faith and the 

celebration of the Eucharist that the couple finds grace and strength to respond to their new 

vocation as a couple united in the bonds of marriage.  

Section III : The Canons and Marriage in the Episcopal Tradition 

Because Christian Marriage in the Episcopal Tradition is a sacramental rite of the Church, the 

Episcopal Church regulates the celebration in The Book of Common Prayer. The Episcopal 

Diocese of Milwaukee has published a Customary on Holy Matrimony, which is embraced by St. 

Mark’s and is the model for this document.  

When persons seek marriage as members of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, it is expected that at 

least one of the parties has been an active participant in the life of the congregation for at least 

one year prior to application. All canons regarding marriage are to be observed. It is expected 

that clergy will provide sufficient opportunity for adequate pre-marital counsel (minimum of 3 

sessions). This will normally require more than 30 days. The 30-day requirement of the canons 

can only be waived with the Bishop's advance permission.  

In the case of persons seeking remarriage in the Church, in addition to the above expectations, 

the specific guidelines for remarriage as set forth by the Diocese of Western Michigan must be 

observed. Official approval by the Bishop of the Diocese is required for those seeking marriage 

within the Episcopal Tradition.  



 

 

In some cases, additional pastoral work is encouraged in preparing the couple for their request 

for marriage in the Episcopal Church. A date for the wedding will not be confirmed by clergy 

until after the Rector/Priest has met with the couple and given permission to precede with the 

marriage ceremony plans.  

From the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church: 

"It shall be within the discretion of any minister of this church to decline to solemnize any 

marriage."  

Section IV: The Church and Marriage in the Episcopal Church 

A. Marriages must conform to both the Civil Law, and those to be recognized by the Episcopal 

Church must conform to the requirements of the Church and the Episcopal Diocese of 

Western Michigan.  
B. We believe that the church service is the most important part of the celebration and the 

blessing of the marriage. Therefore, consultation with a Priest of the parish is imperative 

before setting a date or making any other arrangements. This allows greater flexibility in 

setting up the premarital counseling sessions. It also helps keep the focus on your "marriage" 

rather than on your "wedding" as you move through the counseling process. Please, note that 

until the Scheduling Fee is submitted, the date selected will not be reserved.  
C. Because marriage is a sacramental rite of the church, it normally takes place within the 

confines of the church. This means that the ceremony usually will take place in the church 

building and will be fully subject to the liturgical norms of the Parish. However, other 

appropriate venues may be considered for the actual ceremony itself and must be considered 

and approved by the Rector of the Parish.  

D. The Book of Common Prayer sets forth the services which are to be used for the celebration 

and blessing of a marriage at St. Mark’s. Alterations can be considered to help personalize 

the ceremony, but the Rite as set forth by the Episcopal Church will be the accepted norm for 

the liturgy.  

E. The Canons of the Episcopal Church require that a couple desiring to be married give the 

Priest a 30-day notice before the solemnization can take place. It is the policy of the Parish 

that this constitutes the minimum notice, and that at least 90 days is a more appropriate norm. 

This makes the premarital counseling more effective and facilitates better planning of the 

actual wedding.  

F. The Canons of the Episcopal Church state that one of the partners be baptized for those 

wishing to be officially married in the Episcopal Church by an ordained Priest in the 

Episcopal Tradition.  

G. The Episcopal Church requires that the Priest instruct the couple regarding the meaning, 

nature, and purpose of marriage, as seen through the eyes of the church. Therefore, the clergy 

will counsel with the couple concerning:  

1. The theological significance of marriage within the Episcopal Church.  
2. The maturity and compatibility of the parties seeking marriage, and the stability of  

their relationship.  
3. The extent to which the couple has discussed and decided upon matters pertaining to 

their religious convictions, and their intentions regarding the church following 



 

 

marriage, particularly as such intentions relate to their participation in the 

"community of faith".  
4. The extent to which they have discussed and decided issues pertaining to their 

economic situation, budgets; etc.  
5. Their relationships with members of one another's families and the impact of these 

relationships upon their own relationship.  
6. The extent to which the couple has discussed and decided upon matters of sexuality.  
7. The couple's hopes and goals regarding children.  

H. In the case of members of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church who have moved to another 

community yet still desire to celebrate their marriage at St. Mark’s, special arrangements 

need to be made with the Rector. This might include the transferring of membership to an 

Episcopal Church in the new community and also arranging for pre-marital pastoral care to 

be done under the clergy of that new affiliation. It would help to facilitate the premarital care 

process if relocated St. Mark’s members were to establish a pastoral relationship in their new 

community with the local Episcopal congregation as soon as they move rather than waiting 

until a need arises. The new Rector or Priest might refuse (or be unable) to do the required 

pre-marital work for those who have not committed themselves to his/her care.  

I. For those to be married within the Episcopal Tradition, the Rites of the Episcopal Church 

will be used with some flexibility that would be appropriate within the Rite of Marriage.  

J. In the event of pregnancy, the couple should advise the Priest of the pregnancy prior to 

moving forward with plans for the marriage ceremony.  

K. The Diocese of Western Michigan has very specific requirements with regard to second and 

third marriages. Please, consult with the Rector/Priest of the St. Mark’s for these 

requirements. Generally, if either party is divorced, the Priest is required by the Canons of 

the Church to submit a request to the Bishop of the Diocese before solemnizing the marriage. 

Furthermore, the Priest is obliged to ascertain from the parties involved the provisions which 

have been made regarding the former spouse and any children of the previous marriage.  
L. If either party has had a previous marriage, the Priest must submit a letter to the Bishop 

explaining the circumstances. It is anticipated and hoped that the Diocese of Western 

Michigan will grand permission once a request has been made by the Rector or Priest of St. 

Mark’s.  
M. Music for the ceremony is under the supervision of the clergy and the parish musician. It is 

important that you consult with the parish musician as soon as possible after the date and 

time of the marriage ceremony has been confirmed. A prelude usually precedes the 

ceremony. Selections must be made in consultation with the Parish organist. Requests will be 

considered on the basis of their appropriateness for the sacred nature of the ceremony. If 

needed, a consultation with the Rector may be appropriate. Please, do not request 

transcriptions of orchestral or piano music; the effect is usually unsatisfactory. By 

arrangement with the parish organist, use of other instruments, with or without organ, is 

encouraged for the wedding music with appropriate fees attached. If rehearsals are required, 

the organist and instrumentalist will be appropriately compensated. Please advise the soloist 

that it is her/his responsibility to provide the organist with the music in the proper key for 

her/his voice.  
N. Section "V" of these guidelines presents a policy regarding the use of flowers, candles, aisle 

runners, rice and confetti, bulletins, etc.  



 

 

O. The Parish Hall rental guidelines can be available for the reception following the ceremony. 

Please, contact the Parish Office should you wish to rent the Parish Hall.  
P. Marriage licenses and official church records need to be properly filled out and provided 

either before or the day of the wedding rehearsal and no later than the day of the marriage 

itself.  

Section V:  Special Considerations 

Decorations in the church should be appropriate to the setting. Special floral arrangements are 

appropriate for the marriage and must be placed so as not to interfere with the ceremony or 

damage the pews or other church furnishings. There can be no permanent attachments. The 

Parish will not be responsible for floral arrangements for marriages.  

The Parish’s Altar Guild will be responsible for setting the altar and will clean up (the Sanctuary 

and Chancel) after the wedding. The Parish will not be responsible for additions made for the 

ceremony such as a Unity Candle.  

We do not allow the throwing of ‘anything’ within the Church. However, you may use birdseed 

outside. Rice is not permitted because of environmental considerations. Experience has taught us 

that anything else is very hard to clean and can be hazardous to pigeons and other birds. Also, no 

balloons are allowed within the Church.  

St. Mark’s offers several templates for a wedding bulletin.  Although some modifications can be 

made, it is expected the couple will choose one of these general templates.  St. Mark’s will not 

be responsible for printing the bulletin for the ceremony. It is strongly suggested that you have 

the bulletin printed on quality paper at a print or copy shop. Please submit a draft copy of your 

bulletin to the Rector/Clergy officiating at your wedding before the final printing.  

Please, meet with your photographer before your wedding date and determine whether you will 

be taking photographs before or following the ceremony. Appropriate photography is permitted 

during the ceremony. Please, consult with the Rector, Priest, or Wedding Consultant concerning 

what is “appropriate”.  

Please remind your photographer that your marriage is being solemnized in a House of God. 

Appropriate dress will be required. Photos and videotaping preferably from a fixed point or 

points in the church without artificial lighting are permitted. Please caution your photographer 

and/or videographer not to be intrusive or to block people’s views. 

 

Please arrange this with your Wedding Day Consultant.  

 

 

 



 

 

Section VI:  Wedding Preparation Prayer 

"Creator of all, the wedding details and planning can be overwhelming as you know. Please have 

mercy on us and help us through it all. You instituted and encourage marriage in Your Word.  

We are endeavoring to love and serve you. As we do and plan for our wedding, please kindly 

empower, undergird, and uphold us. Please help us inwardly to experience a breakthrough rather 

than be broken down by all of the planning and preparations.  

Give us your glorious and radiant Holy Spirit to embody and personify what marriage is truly all 

about. Fill us to overflowing with your divine love so we can be the light of the world. Thank 

you for giving us each other to love and brighten each other's days. Help us to always honor and 

respect one another. In Jesus' Name. Amen." (Source: http://EzineArticles.com/512205)  

*Resources used to create these guidelines and with special thanks to: The Episcopal Diocese of 

Milwaukee; The Episcopal Diocese of Northern Indiana; St. Edmund's Episcopal Church, San 

Marino, California; Trinity Episcopal Church, Janesville, Ohio; St. James Episcopal Church, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts; Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church, Cambridge, Massachusetts and St. 

Mark’s Episcopal Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan.  


