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+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and Redeemer.  

Amen.   

 

I have to admit to having a mind that is at least, at times, potentially “wacky”.  For instance:  When I was researching 

the topic of ‘evil’ in preparation for today’s message, a childhood church song popped into my little head.  That song 

was “The joy of the Lord is my strength.”   

 

What occurred to me was that ‘joy’, itself, is the end goal in pursuing a relationship with God.  I concluded that ‘joy’ is 

itself the goal rather than the assurance of ‘strength’ from God.  I certainly believe that there is strength in the knowledge 

that God is love and that God loves all people without distinction and without exception.   

 

Just imagine if we truly believed that we can experience ‘joy/ in the love and affirmation of God’s presence in our lives!  

We would not experience a joy which just might lead us to believe that we have what we need to live a good life.   

 

I hope that we might all agree that a good person does the right thing for all the right reasons.  A good person is guided 

by right and just principles.  A good person feels joy in doing the right thing because it is the right thing.  A good person 

acts with justice and mercy without having to go through discernment as to whether an action is good for its own sake 

or not.   

 

In classical form, the opposite of good is evil.  Philosophers and theologians have grappled with the concept of evil for 

centuries.  They have tried to put ‘flesh’ on a concept of evil which has been characterized by the personification of evil 

known as the devil.   

 

Personally, I grapple with the concept of a character known and experienced as the devil.  However, many more 

intelligent folk than I clearly believe that the devil exists in creation.   

 

In the Hebrew Scriptures, there are many references to “Satan”.  “Christian tradition and theology changed ‘Satan’ from 

an accuser appointed by God to test human faith to God's godlike fallen opponent: ‘the devil’”.  Our Muslim sisters and 

brothers use the term,"Shaitan" in Arabic. So, the three great Abrahamic faiths attest to a serious dark force in the world.  
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devil_in_Christianity#David's_satan) 

 

Having said that, I believe that human beings have a great capacity to do ‘good’ and to act accordingly.  If I didn’t 

believe that, then, there would be little hope in the world for perpetrators of evil to be converted to doers of good.   

 

Choosing ‘good’ and doing ‘good’ are examples of how the joy of God can operate in the thoughts and actions of 

conscientious people.  Choosing evil and acting on that evil are examples of rejecting God in evil thoughts and in actions.  

 

Some years ago, I read the book, The People of the Lie by Dr. M. Scott Peck.  Some of us may have read that book and 

another of his books, The Road Less Traveled.   

 

In The People of the Lie, Peck outlines a psychology or psychosis of evil.    For him, “Evil… is the force, residing either 

inside or outside of human beings, that seeks to kill life or liveliness. And goodness is its opposite. Goodness is that 

which promotes life and liveliness.” (M. Scott Peck, People of the Lie: The Hope for Healing Human Evil, p. 43) 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fallen_angel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devil_(Islam)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devil_in_Christianity#David's_satan
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3061.M_Scott_Peck
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/8102
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On Monday of last week, I read the Scriptures for today and observed a thread in Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians having 

to do with evil.  At the outset of the passage, Paul talks about putting on “the armor of light”.  We assume that the 

community of faith in Ephesus needed to hear his message.     

 

When thinking about a strategy for putting on “the armor of light”, we might appreciate that “the armor of light” is 

needed to combat ‘darkness’.  If we equate light with goodness and evil with darkness, then, we can begin to 

appreciate Paul’s theology.  Paul’s theology has serious implications for us individually and for us as a community 

living within the broader communities of our nation and the world.   

 

I don’t know about you, but I’d much prefer ‘not’ to think about evil and darkness.  I prefer not to think about those 

times in my own life when I have fallen prey to darkness and thought, said or done things which were not consistent 

with Christian values.  

 

I’d much rather think that all of us are good people, well intentioned people, people who walk in the light of Christ, 

people who act with mercy, justice and love because that is the right thing to do at all times. 

 

The Prophet Micah who lived some 650 years before Jesus said the following: 

  
“8 God has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 

    And what does the LORD require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy 

    and to walk humbly with your God.”   [Micah 6:8 (NIV)] 

 

Micah was speaking to the community in Jerusalem, and his words ring true to this very day.  They call us to attend to 

an honest self-perception and the way we treat one another.  They call us to goodness.  They call us to be people of 

justice, mercy and humility.  The words of Micah and the words of Paul call us to an experience of light over 

darkness. 

 

One theologian said of Paul’s text that “The church stands ‘against the wiles of the devil’ (Ephesians 6:11) by its love 

and reconciliation, by the peace and righteousness for which it longs and works in the world and within its own 

fellowship, and by its mutual prayer and proclamation.  Ephesians reminds us that we are to live with love and peace 

toward one another…, speaking truth and forgiving one another, reflecting Christ in our homes and relationships”.  

(Brian Peterson. www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3750)   

 

St. Mark’s stands for love and reconciliation, peace and righteousness and works to be a reconciling force for us and 

for the broader community.  We stand as people who recognize our need for this sacred space and what happens in and 

through it.   

 

Here, we experience the Word of God, receive the Body and Blood of Jesus and rub shoulders with others from all 

walks of life and with a multitude of viewpoints.   Here, we challenge one another to do all we can to be good people, 

people who work to walk in the light of Christ.  When we fail and that does happen, we need to ask for forgiveness 

and seek reconciliation.  

 

At our best, we are nourished and fed for the journey of light, a journey which nurtures all God’s children in life-

giving ways.  Whatever we need to do to ensure that reality, God’s grace is with us.  We can embrace it and be 

transformed into life-giving and loving people of light.  Amen.   
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