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+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and 

Redeemer.  Amen.   

 

The classic three-fold office or mission of Jesus is that he is Priest, Prophet and King.  Let’s take a minute to 

appreciate that and to make it our own. 

 

Jesus as Priest 

If an ordained priest lives his or her life in service to God and to others, then, Jesus was surely a great priest.  

Indeed, he is referred to as the Great High Priest.  

(For more information, see: https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/article/priests-prophets-kings/477/) 

 

The Letter to the Hebrews “details how Jesus is our ultimate High Priest and how His priesthood is far superior to 

the Levitical priesthood of the Old Testament. The writer of Hebrews explains how the Old Testament, the 

Hebrew Scriptures, system of priests served to foreshadow the ministry of Jesus”.  (https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-

prophet-priest-king.html)  
 

The First Letter of Peter states that all Christians are priests.  Peter tells us: “You are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession”. (I Peter 2:9) 

 

Jesus as Prophet 

The words and witness of Jesus were often prophetic.  We believe that as do our Muslim sisters and brothers who 

claim Jesus to be a prophet.   

 

An article in The Christian Century states, “According to the Qur’an, Jesus said, ‘I am indeed the servant of 

God. God has given me the Book and made me a prophet. He made me blessed wherever I am and advised 

me of prayer and charity as long as I live. He made me kind to my mother and never made me arrogant or 

disobedient.’”  
(Amy Frykholm. “Who is Jesus for Muslims?” https://www.christiancentury.org/article/interview/who-jesus-muslims)   

 

Jesus as King 

Jesus as King is a royal image, to be sure, and one which for me positions Jesus to be somewhat out of reach.  

I much prefer the image of Jesus as shepherd, and if ruler, then, one who oversees the hearts of all God’s 

people.   

The Gospel of Matthew tells us that Jesus has “all authority in heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28:18). The 

Letter to the Philippians tells us that Jesus’ name is “the name that is above every name” (Philippians 2:9–11). 

The Book of Revelation tells us that Jesus is “King of kings and Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:16).   

Last week, I suggested that when our hearts beat as one with the heart of Jesus, then, we can be one with him.  If 

we are one with him, then, we share in his priesthood.  We share in his prophetic voice.  We claim Jesus and his 

authority to love us, guide us and direct our hearts to be more like him in every way. 

James and John in today’s Gospel might just have realized that the Jesus they followed was so special that they, 

too, wanted to be like him even in every way including eternal life.  They asked him, “Grant us to sit one at your 
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right and one at your left in glory”.  Just image what a surprise that request must have been for Jesus!  I wonder 

what went through his head.  How perplexed he must have been given his life of humility in service to his Father! 

Perhaps, Jesus thought something like, “Really, exalted in glory without the trials and tribulations of earning that 

in life!”  Jesus says, “The cup which I will drink, you will drink; and the baptism with which I am baptized, 

you will be baptized…”  That cup and that baptism refer to the giving of one’s life for the sake of the Gospel.  

There are examples of the giving all around us in life which might help illustrate commitment and discipline. 

When our Director of Music, Dr. Greg Crowell, studied organ, he had to have known that the only way to be 

proficient at the organ was through study and serious practice.  Greg and I both attended the Cincinnati 

Conservatory of Music. I can verify that there was an expectation that organ majors were to practice seven days a 

week from three to five hours a day.     

Runners like Jeff Brown, our Director of Youth Formation, expect to commit themselves to the discipline of 

running.  Just imagine a runner longing with all his or her heart to win a marathon.  Surely, one would expect that 

it would take serious practice and discipline to run 26.2 miles.   

During our Season of Transforming Generosity, we recognize the importance of giving.  When we give of 

ourselves and our financial resources we enable the potential success of our life together at St. Mark’s.  Giving 

takes commitment and persistence and is an outpouring of our love for God and God’s mission among us.   

The holy women and men of the Scriptures and those deemed holy by the Church are examples of commitment 

and persistence in striving for holiness.  Their examples call us to an awareness and appreciation of ordinary 

people who worked hard to live holy lives.   

So, what does it mean to be holy?  What does it mean to be committed to the Gospel, persistent in working to be 

faithful to it and to seriously strive to follow Jesus?  What does Jesus offer us as ordinary people who strive for 

holiness? 

Matthew 5:48 tells us: "Be you therefore perfect, as also your heavenly Father is perfect." While striving to be 

holy as followers of Jesus, there really is no expectation that we be perfect.  Only God is perfect.  Some of us 

struggle daily with what it means to simply live a good life let alone a holy one.   

In a recent document, Pope Francis said: “Your identification with Christ and his will involves a commitment to 

build with him a kingdom of love, justice and universal peace. Christ himself wants to experience this with you, 

in all the efforts and sacrifices that it entails, but also in all the joy and enrichment it brings…”  
(http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-

exsultate.html#THE_CALL_TO_HOLINESS)   

That pretty much sums it up, right?  The call to holiness means committing to being faithful not perfect.  We are 

called to be faithful in prayer here and wherever we find ourselves.  We are called to strive to be people of love, 

justice and peace. We strive, and when we falter, we are held up by the loving arms of Jesus and by one another 

in this community of faith.   

So, my friends, we come to be nourished and fed for the journey.  Jesus invites us to meet him here in Word, in 

Eucharist and in one another. For that invitation and the transformation which can take place in our response to it, 

we give thanks.  Amen. 
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