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+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and 

Redeemer.  Amen.  

      

The mind of a preacher can a strange thing.  Trust me, I know.  I’ve been preaching for many years of my life.  A 

preacher has to pay attention to a tiny voice deep inside.  Sometimes, multiple tiny voices compete for attention deep 

inside.  Ever feel like there could be competing voices deep inside your head? 

 

In an encounter after the Lenten Series this past week, a parishioner asked me a question about what appeared to be 

inconsistency in my approach to theology.  From the parishioner’s perspective, something I said seemed inconsistent 

with other things I have said about God and my relationship with God.  At the conclusion of our conversation, I 

suggested that that presumed inconsistency may enable me to be a better priest or at least, a more human one.   

 

One of my favorite American authors is Ralph Waldo Emerson.  Last week in contemplating today’s first reading, a 

quote from Emerson popped into my little mind.  Some of us may recognize it.   

Emerson once wrote, “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and 

philosophers and divines. With consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do... Speak what you think now in hard 

words, and to-morrow speak what to-morrow thinks in hard words again, though it contradict everything you said to-

day. — 'Ah, so you shall be sure to be misunderstood.' — Is it so bad, then, to be misunderstood? Pythagoras was 

misunderstood, and Socrates, and Jesus, Luther, Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton, and every pure and wise spirit that 

ever took flesh. To be great is to be misunderstood.” (From the Essay, Self-Reliance. https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/353571-

a-foolish-consistency-is-the-hobgoblin-of-little-minds-adored)  Well, I’m not “great” but perhaps at times “misunderstood”. 

Similar to passages from Holy Scripture, this quote from Emerson could take on multiple strands of meaning.  

Unpacking this quote, like attempts to unpack quotes from the Bible, can be challenging as well great fun.  

We could spend time applying what Emerson said about “foolish consistency” to today’s political arena, as there 

seems to be consistency in the chaos in which our government finds itself.  We could spend time applying “foolish 

consistency” to our own ways of thinking and acting.  We could spend time on philosophers and theologians having 

been misunderstood during their lifetimes and beyond.  We could spend time with the final quote, “To be great is to 

be misunderstood”. 

The prophet, Jeremiah, was misunderstood.  He was not only misunderstood but was disputed and persecuted for his 

prophetic voice.   

Jeremiah was called by God to be a prophet around the year 623 BCE, Before the Common Era or before the birth of 

Christ.  He called his people to reform while proclaiming that the great Temple in Jerusalem would be destroyed, and 

the Israelites would be taken into captivity.  Those things did happen in the year 586.  The Temple was destroyed, 

and the Israelites were taken into exile in Babylon. 
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Jeremiah also proclaimed that God would enter into a new covenant with God’s people, a covenant about which we 

heard in today’s first reading.  Through the prophetic voice of Jeremiah, God said, “this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days… I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and 

I will be their God, and they shall be my people…”  

What does it mean to us to be God’s people, a people in a loving relationship with God?  What does it mean to hear 

God’s words of wisdom and truth and make them our own?  What does it mean to see that God in Jesus is a God of 

remarkable consistency, often misunderstood or misinterpreted, yet always consistent?   

God’s voice is a voice of consistency, and the great prophets of old heralded the coming of the Messiah and what that 

would mean in salvation history.  Today, we hear the prophetic voice of Jeremiah as well as the prophetic voice of 

Jesus ringing in our ears.   

Today, the voice of Jesus tells us that “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Very truly, I tell you, 

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  

Jesus told his disciples that he would die, be raised from the dead and that he would “draw all people to himself”.  

His life would bear much fruit, and countless generations have attempted to bear fruit as his followers.  

How often in my life have I failed in following Jesus?  How often have I been inconsistent in my attempt to follow 

Jesus as best I can?  How often has my ‘foolish consistency’ enabled me to veer from the path of following Jesus by 

following some other voice deep within me? The answer to those questions is “Time after time again”. 

Jeremiah heard the voice of God and followed.  Jesus heard the voice of his father and not only followed but 

surrendered his life in submission to that voice.  Jesus died on the cross for us that we might have life forever.   

In a few moments, we will bless new white vestments to be worn at Easter and other times during the year.  These 

vestments have been given in honor of a dear friend and parishioner very much committed to Jesus, David Kidd.  

David gave of himself for the “wondrous love” of the Gospel and was a beacon to many of us here at St. Mark’s and 

previously in Decatur, Illinois.  For those of us who knew David, his life seemed consistent with who he professed to 

be as a follower of Jesus.  He was a man committed to justice and the dignity of every human person.  Today, we 

give thanks for his example.  Today, we give thanks for the example of Jeremiah, the example of Jesus and so many 

others who have lived lives of truth and faithfulness to God.   

I leave us with two questions to ponder this week: “What does it mean to truly follow Jesus?  What do we need to do 

to be more consistent in our commitment to God in Jesus?”  The answers to these questions can only be determined 

by each of us.   

As we prepare for Holy Week, the Cross and Christ’s Resurrection, may we find time to reflect on our lives of faith.  

May we find time to pray as we continue our journey with Jesus! Amen. 
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