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+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and 

Redeemer.  Amen.  

 

In the course of my adult life, I have moved many times.  From the time I graduated from high school, I have lived 

in many different places.  As a young adult, I spent six years as an undergrad, years which found me in colleges or 

universities in Indiana, New York, Georgia, Kentucky and Ohio.  My first masters and doctorate found me in 

Minneapolis for a number of years and my graduate degree in theology took me to St. Louis.   

 

Beyond those places for education, I have lived in Denver, Chicago, Providence, RI, Boston and now here in Grand 

Rapids.  On one level, living in so many different states has exposed me to different cities around the country.  On 

another level, I have left behind friends, a few have continued to be companions in life, but most have not.  Some of 

you may have had similar experiences. 

 

Sometimes what seems to have been a very close and meaningful friendship went the ‘way of the wind’.  Thank God 

for memories and photos which can bring comfort and even a smile or two along life’s journey.  Facebook and other 

social media outlets have enabled many of us to maintain some friendships ‘across the miles’ and to reconnect with 

friends from the past.   

 

I think we might all agree that there is no substitute for ‘genuine’ friendship, mutual caring, support and love which 

sustain us in life-giving ways.  After all, friendships are about ‘relatedness’, ways of connecting with another person, 

a connection that at its most precious level is about love. 

 

In his love for his disciples, Jesus transitions from being rabbi/teacher to calling his disciples, “friends”.  He says, “I 

have called you friends…”  He goes on to say, “You did not choose me.  I chose you.”  Jesus chose his disciples and 

he chooses us to be in relationship with him.  That relationship can be real and genuine, a relationship of sharing in 

the love of Jesus.   

 

A theologian once wrote, “Love embeds us in the fabric of relatedness, opening us to the creative energy of the 

universe and enabling us to become channels to others of the divine energy we have received.”  (Bruce Epperly 

Commentary at http://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2012/05/the-adventurous-lectionary-reflections-for-may-

13-2012/) What a powerful quote!  The statement offers us an understanding of love which opens a window to the 

love of God in Jesus: The love of Jesus “embeds us in the fabric of relatedness… enabling us to become channels to 

others of the divine energy we have received”. 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus reveals his love for and intimacy with his Father.  He says: “As the Father has loved me, so 

I have loved you...  If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in the Father’s love.”   

 

Abiding in love means being faithful to the relatedness of a covenantal bond which at its best is a sharing in divine 

love.  Sometimes, what we perceived as a loving friendship was really shallow in retrospect.  Really good 

relationships that have genuine love at their core have the potential to last a life time. 
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John’s Gospel contains the word, ‘love’, some thirty-three times in various chapters and contexts. 

(http://www.nacchurch.org/blog/the-word-love-in-the-gospel-of-john) Today, Jesus recounts his relationship with his 

Father, a relationship which is grounded in love.  Indeed, Jesus, himself, is the love of God made incarnate in the 

universe.   

 

In the book, Love in the Gospel of John, the author “argues that to understand John’s concept of love requires 

understanding more than what Jesus taught in the Gospel. It requires understanding his actions and their 

implications… Love in the Gospel of John brings the reader into the literary and theological world of the Gospel to 

show how John’s various themes culminate in Jesus’s death—the perfect example of love. (Francis Maloney. Love in 
the Gospel of John. https://voice.dts.edu/review/love-in-the-gospel-of-john-francis-j-moloney/)  

 

In John 15, verse 12, Jesus commands his disciples and commands us to “love one another”.  That love can and does 

bring us into relationship with God and with one another.  

 

Participating in love, pure gift from God, means that we are to love others as God in Jesus loves us.  Note the present 

tense, “loves”.  As disciples of Jesus, we have been chosen for an on-going loving relationship with God, a 

relationship which can transform us into channels of love for others.   

 

The First Letter of John tells us that we can know when our love is genuine love for others.  John tells us:  “By this 

we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey God’s commandments”.  (I John 5:2)  Jesus 

tells us that the great commandment is to love as we are loved. John 13:34 tells us, "A new command I give you: 

Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another”. 

 

As the beloved of God, we are called into relationship with Jesus and with one another. We are called to be a 

community of love, as are called to love all our sisters and brothers.  The challenge just may be how to love as Jesus 

and how to live lives which are profoundly ‘other-oriented’ as his life so demonstrated.   

 

In our relationship with Jesus, we can learn how to love others as we are loved.  Jesus teaches us how to be people of 

love.  

 

In the early Church, the actions of the Apostles demonstrated a love and care for others.  They tended the needs of 

the most vulnerable in society.  They demonstrated a love unlike anything experienced before.  We are called to that 

love and to that way of life.  Sometimes, it is easy to love.  Sometimes, it is extremely challenging. 

 

How can we demonstrate our love for our sisters and our brothers?  When we offer ourselves in service to others here 

or in other organizations, when we volunteer to walk for those in need of healthy food, when we bring food for our 

local food pantry, when we offer monetary gifts in support of our ministry together, the Bishop Whittemore 

Foundation or other ministries, we demonstrate love for others.  Giving of ourselves for the sake of others is love in 

action.   

 

As disciples of Jesus, let us love one another as we are loved.  Then, just maybe, others will come to know “that we 

are Christians by our love”.  Amen. 

https://voice.dts.edu/review/love-in-the-gospel-of-john-francis-j-moloney/

