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+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and 

Redeemer.  Amen. 

 

Happy Advent!  Happy Season of Hope and Anticipation!  Today, we herald a season which begins in the dark 

days of December and one which points to the light of Christ. 

In some ways, Advent is a beautiful season while also being a theologically complex one.  One commentator 

had this to say about Advent:  “The promise of Christ’s return contradicts so much of what we see in the 

world. It is a joy to celebrate Christ’s coming in the past, but in this season of Advent we must pray earnestly 

for the faith to believe joyfully in Christ’s future coming, in all its glory and absurdity.”  “Glory and 

absurdity” in Christ’s coming among us and in his coming again while being fully present in the here and now 

through the Holy Spirit!  Powerful and complex.   
(Michael Chan at https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3116)   
 

Last Sunday, we completed the liturgical year as we celebrated the glory of the Christ as King.  We claimed the 

reign of Christ in our midst as well as in heaven.  We tried to make sense of the theological significance of a 

celebration that exalts Jesus as King of heaven and earth.  We also said that the reign of Christ is in the here and 

now, in us and through us, in all we do and in all we say as Christians.  

 

This past Tuesday at Eucharist, I preached that Advent presents us with a kind of “holy immediacy”, an 

opportunity to experience God even while being conscious of the many pressures around us.  The pace of life 

is fast.  The world in which we find ourselves is rarely, if ever, a dull moment, and we need to exit the merry-

go-round of life to enter into the Heart of God in Jesus.     

 

Jesus, our Brother, Redeemer and Friend, presents us with a kind of holy and immediate reality.  We have 

ventured into this Season of Advent and the beginning of a new liturgical year.  We have begun a new year not 

with the birth of Jesus but with reminders of the awesome power of the God of the universe.  God moves in 

directions yet to be revealed while challenging us to anticipate Christ’s ‘future coming’ and the reality of his 

presence here and now. 

 

So what do we make of a Gospel passage that challenges us with apocalyptic language that seems daunting and 

disturbing while also pointing us to life in all its fullness?  What do we make of this Season of Advent which 

we began with a litany and procession, the blessing of the Advent wreath and the lighting of the first of the 

Advent candles, an honored and beautiful tradition?   

 

What do we make of the promise of hope for the future and the need for hope in the here and now, a troubled 

and unsettled time in our lives as citizens of this great nation and the world?  I find myself in a time of intense 

longing, a time of acknowledging need for peace in my heart and your hearts as well.   

 

We are called to see ourselves as God sees us, beautifully created in the image and likeness of God, yet pulled 

and tugged by our own humanity.  Different than the Season of Lent, a penitential season, Advent calls us into 

a kind of retreat, a retreat from the modern world which managed to live through Black Friday and Cyber 

Monday.  We are called into the fullness of the promise of God in Jesus.   
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Scripture tells us that we know not the time, the day or the hour of Christ’s coming again.  It also tells us that 

we should prepare for that time.  We are called to reflect on the Jesus who already lives in our hearts. Through 

the power of the Spirit, we are God’s own and are called to live in to that reality.  From my experiences in life, 

living into that reality can be and often is challenging.   

 

The reality of life for many of us can be and is challenging.  Page after page of printed or online newspapers 

chronicle the challenges of life for millions of people suffering from disasters that have ravaged whole 

communities.  Thousands of our sisters and brothers will experience a Christmas that will challenge their faith 

in ways like never before.  Many of our sisters and brothers live day to day with life threatening illnesses which 

challenge them to live with much needed hope for the future.  Yesterday marked another year for World AIDS 

DAY, acknowledging some 35 million people having died from AIDS throughout the world.  Yesterday also 

marked of Former President George H.W. Bush at the age of 94.  While celebrating his life and legacy, surely 

the Bush family is in need of comfort and peace.   

 

Isn’t it the irony of ironies that we in the Church are called to retreat from the world during Advent while also 

living fully into it?  Today, we have begun our Advent Journey, and I invite us to make it a holy season, a season 

of prayer, reflection and hope. 

 

I invite you to take copies of the resources available at both entrances of the Church for this year’s holy Season 

of Advent.  Take them home.  Pray with them.  Make this a time of waiting and anticipation, a holy partnership 

with Jesus which can be truly transformative.  Try to make time to be with alone with God in Jesus and here as 

often as possible during this Advent season. 

 

At one with God in Jesus, we can put aside those things which keep us from fully embracing all we are called 

to be as sisters and brothers of Jesus, sons and daughters of the living God.  Advent calls us to ‘holiness of 

heart’.  We have the power within us to make that a reality.  Maybe, this Advent Season can unlock that power! 

 

May this Advent be a time of holiness for each of us, a holy time.  May it be a holy time of preparation and 

anticipation, a holy time of hope and joy filled expectation.  Amen. 


