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+Let us pray: “Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our 

imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us, 

we pray you, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people… Amen.” 

 

This beautiful prayer from our Book of Common Prayer is entitled “A Prayer of Self-Dedication”.  In it, it 

seems to me, we find ourselves longing for oneness with God in all we do, in all we say and in all that we 

could possibly imagine.  It is a prayer of self-dedication and one which is a call to action.  This prayer and the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ call us to action, to put into action what we learn about our God in Jesus.  Jesus 

challenged his disciples and challenges us to tend the sick, the poor, the needy and all those without resources 

to care for themselves.  In today’s Gospel, we hear challenging words. 

 

Mark’s message is not one of comfort.  We hear that we should beware of anyone who would lead us astray. 

We should beware of anyone who would lead us to complacency when the world turns away from the Gospel 

message of love in favor of unrest and hate.   

 

Today’s Gospel passage uses apocalyptic language about the end of time.  As we draw to the end of the 

liturgical year, the three cycles of the Lectionary point us in the direction of the end time.  Today’s message 

from Jesus is pretty scary, is it not?   

 

Some might say and some actually do say that we are living in the end time.  One might point to horrific 

disasters such as the devastating fires in California, more and more destructive hurricanes and whole islands 

beginning to disappear because of climate change.  One might point to rhetoric and actions which continue to 

divide people across our great land in ways like never before. 

 

In some Traditions, today’s Gospel text could easily bring on a ‘fire and brimstone’ sermon which might 

shake the ground under hearers’ feet.  I’m happy to report that that is not our tradition.  Yet, we are given this 

Gospel passage in anticipation of the last Sunday after Pentecost, next week.  Next Sunday, also the last 

Sunday before Advent, will be the celebration of Christ Enthroned in Glory, Christ the King.   

 

Let us draw a line between today’s Gospel and next week’s celebration.  Let us acknowledge that Jesus came 

into the world to bring change, to challenge the world of the First Century and us to wake up and make the 

world a better place in which to live.  When we experience a small degree of success in that regard, then we, 

like Hannah in the Book of Samuel, can exclaim, “My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my 

God.”  (1 Samuel 2:1-10) 

 

Hannah, who was blessed with child, sang from deep within her heart.  Her song goes on to say that God 

“raises up the poor from the dust [and] lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes and 

inherit a seat of honor.”  Some of Hannah’s song might sound familiar.   

 

Mary’s Magnificat in the Gospel of Luke is patterned after Hannah’s song.  Mary proclaimed, “My soul 

magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.”  (Luke 1:46) 
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Perhaps the challenge for us in a world in seeming disarray, chaotic in so many ways that many of us struggle 

to find peace and calm… perhaps, the challenge is how to move forward so that our lives mirror the life of 

Jesus.  His life was a song about justice, compassion and mercy.  His song is our song.   

 

The Scriptures call us to a deeper awareness of the needs of our sisters and brothers all around us.  They call 

us to a change of heart.   

 

Our brother, Dr. King, profoundly said, “We will not be satisfied until justice rolls down like waters and 

righteousness like a mighty stream." (“I have a dream” speech)  For me, we need to hear and embrace those 

words and all for which they stand as much today as when they were first proclaimed in Dr. King’s, “I have a 

dream”.  That speech was many years ago now, and we are still waiting. 

 

We are still longing, still striving for justice to be the norm and not the exception, for justice to ensure the 

proper treatment of all people especially those with little or no voice, for justice to end gun violence and all 

violence, for justice to be like a stream of water that washes over us and through us enabling us to be doers of 

justice.  How do we get there?   

 

How do we work toward being women, men and children who learn that justice is not just a word but a call to 

action?  How do we allow ourselves to be formed as followers of Jesus in this place?   

 

Here, we learn that it is not acceptable to turn a back on a sister or a brother and not acceptable to treat 

someone without the dignity to which we are all called as Christians.  Here, we learn that it is not acceptable 

to pray and then go into the world as if that prayer had little or no impact.   

 

We come here to be formed into the image and likeness of God in Jesus Christ.  He is our model.  He sets the 

pace and calls us to run the race alongside him.  Like Hannah, like Mary, the first and greatest of the 

disciples, and like the disciples themselves, we are not alone.  God is with us.  

 

God is with us in our Transforming Generosity journey as we pledge ourselves and our gifts for 2019.  That 

journey is about hope for our future at St. Mark’s and all the many ministries we support as followers of 

Jesus. 

 

We can and do have hope for the future, a future that is bright with possibilities.  Those possibilities need our 

support, our prayers, and our financial gifts.  Here, we come to be nourished and fed at the Table of Life and 

in and through all the work we do together.  Here, we learn to give back so that others can be nourished and 

fed.   

 

Like all the faithful before us and around us, we can exclaim with a mighty “yes” to God’s invitation to 

relationship.  In it and through it, we can and will be transformed.  We can and will be more like Jesus, our 

brother, redeemer and friend.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


