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All Saints’ Sunday (B) 

November 4, 2018 

The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato, Rector 

 

 

 

+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and 

Redeemer.  Amen. 

 

Some of us know that in the Episcopal Church there are religious orders of men and women.  Some of them 

live in monasteries such as St. Gregory’s in Three Rivers, MI.  St. Gregory’s is part of the religious order known 

as the Society of Saint John the Evangelist, the SSJE’s.   

 

Brother James Koester of the SSJE’s in Cambridge, MA once wrote that “All around us, the world appears to 

be dying. Days are growing shorter, trees becoming bare, fields are turning brown. We are invited once again 

to ponder the mystery and meaning of death as we celebrate the great festivals of All Saints’ and All Souls’.”  

(Brother Give Us a Word) 

 

The day before All Saints’ Day which November 1 is what we affectionately call Halloween.  Halloween was 

originally All Hallows Eve, the night before All Saints’ Day.   

 

After leaving St. Mark’s around 7:30 on Halloween, I attempted to get to a parishioner’s house in East Grand 

Rapids.  I have to admit to seeing more parked cars, caring with bright headlights and adults with children on 

sidewalks and crosswalks than I have ever seen before on Halloween.  I finally gave up and drove to my more 

than quiet neighborhood. 

 

In our liturgical calendar, the day after All Saints’ Day is All Souls’ Day, November 2. On that day, we are 

reminded of all those who have gone before us whether considered ‘holy’ or not.   

 

During our Prayers of the People, we will read the names of those who have gone before us especially during 

the past year, a kind of combining of All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day.  As the names are read aloud, the 

great tower bell will ring in their honor and memory. Why are these two days so important? 

 

Our Tradition teaches us what we call, “The Communion of Saints”, those who have died and who we believe 

are with God.  A few weeks ago, there were four deaths related to the Parish in the span of five days.  In 

addition during that time were the deaths of the eleven killed at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh.  Death 

will come to each of us.  When it is an untimely death, the passing of a loved one or friend is particularly 

difficult. 

 

The three readings we heard this morning point us to an appreciation for what we hope awaits us in eternal 

life.  They attempt to offer comfort especially to those who mourn.  They remind us of a compassionate God.  

Sometimes, it is not easy to experience the compassion of God when we are suffering.   

 

From Wisdom, we heard, “The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God…”  From Revelation, we heard, 

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” and “Death will be no more, mourning and crying and pain 

will be no more…”  From the Gospel, we heard about the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  In the 

compassion of Jesus for Martha, he said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?”    
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Last week, I reflected on these passages and what they might say to us in terms of living a holy.  I anticipated 

the 144th Diocesan Convention Eucharist and our four candidates whose lives have been focused for many 

months on either being received into or to reaffirm faith in the Episcopal Church.  Their examples of faith 

have been compelling. 

 

I recalled a familiar passage from the Prophet Micah: “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to 

love kindness and to walk humbly with your God.”  (Micah 6:8)  If we are to call ourselves faithful followers 

of Jesus, then, we are called to live just and kind lives and to be humble before God.  For me, these 

characteristics seem to be the basic tenants of what it may mean to live or attempt to live a holy life.     

 

Holiness of life is not limited to the historic saints of the Church, Saint Mark, Saint Francis, and others.  Our 

Book of Common Prayer lists people like Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., John Donne, and many others who 

the Church believes are examples of holy life. 

 

I have little doubt that each of us here has not had at least one person who might have been or might be 

considered holy.  ‘Holy’ does not equate to ‘perfect’.  There are people who have gone before us and people 

in our midst who are examples of holiness. So, what might be contemporary aspects of holiness? 

 

Think about those who commit their lives to peace and justice, those who work for racial reconciliation, those 

who work to end poverty, those who strive to end homelessness and those who work to continue God’s work 

through ministries here or elsewhere.  Think about those who work in social service organizations such as 

Degage Ministries, Heartside, Mel Trotter, Guiding Light, Access, and the list goes on.  Think about those 

who work to protect our environment, God’s creation.  Think about the churches, synagogues, mosques and 

temples which work to provide for those in need.  Think about St. Mark’s where we feed on average 200 of 

our neighbors every Sunday of the year, support twelve outside agencies through our financial gifts and offer 

many opportunities for Christian formation.  Think about so many parishioners at St. Mark’s who volunteer 

here as well as other places to help make life better for others.   

 

Many of us have a great zeal to tend the poor and the hungry, to comfort those who weep and to love even in 

the face of hate.  Many of us care deeply about truth and the truth of the Gospel as our guide.  Are not these 

ordinary people who strive for holiness of life not for its own sake, but for the sake of others? 

 

As Christians, we are called to make the world a place where all people can know Christ’s love.  To love all 

people as Christ loves us is our call as his followers.  As his disciples, we are called to work for justice and 

peace, love and mercy, kindness and gentleness of heart.   

 

We are called to be Christ’s mission at St. Mark’s.  Here, we continue to celebrate that mission and look 

forward to committing to that mission and our work together in 2019.    

 

I believe we are here this morning because we want to advance the mission of Christ in our midst.  Let us 

commit for the first time or re-commit for the eightieth time to that mission.  In that commitment just may be 

found the very seeds of what it means to live a holy life.  Amen. 
 


