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The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost (B) 

The Blessing of Animals/Pets 

October 7, 2018 

The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato 

                                            

 

+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and 

Redeemer.  Amen.   

 

As I thought about today’s message, I realized that we would be faced with a complex intersection of 

celebrations and a Gospel passage as difficult as any in the Christian Scriptures.  I wondered just how to make 

sense of so many things in one message!  Journey with me, if you will.  

 

Yesterday, some of us remembered that it was the 182 Anniversary of the founding of St. Mark’s.  God has 

blessed the Parish with many years of service to God and to the community.  Our official celebration will take 

place at the Anniversary Dinner on Oct. 21. 

 

Today, we celebrate a Sunday in the Season of Pentecost.  We might remember that every Sunday is a kind of 

celebration of Easter Sunday, the Day of Christ’s Resurrection.   

 

Today, we celebrate the life and legacy of St. Francis of Assisi who died in 1226. Though his feast was Oct. 4, 

we usually transfer the celebration to the nearest Sunday.   

 

Francis is very often remembered for his love of God’s creatures, great and small.  Many Episcopal Churches 

bless pets on this day to remember Francis and to give God thanks for those creatures who accompany many 

of us in life.   

 

Today, we also celebrate the beginning of our Stewardship Season as we plan for 2019.  The 2019 Parish 

Budget will challenge us to fund our many programs, our formation opportunities for children, youth and 

adults, the upkeep of our property, our outreach to the community and the list goes on.   Our Transforming 

Generosity program will help us to give of our monetary resources to support our life together in the year to 

come. 

 

In the midst of these celebrations, we hear a Gospel passage which is complex and hard to hear.  We live in 

the Twenty-first Century and not in the First Century.  One commentator suggests that today’s Gospel is an 

example of why the Lectionary needs revision.  Today’s Gospel is difficult and controversial.  

 

Divorce:  Divorce is evidence of a broken relationship, a relationship that started out one way and ended in a 

very different way.  When two people who have claimed to love one another divorce, the impact of that 

divorce very often has serious consequences on multiple levels.   

 

A commentator on today’s Gospel says that during the time of Jesus, “evolutionary/reforming energy was 

very much in play… The Pharisees acknowledged public dissatisfaction with the state of marriage and family 

law, and reforms were being worked on… The Pharisees rightfully made new laws restricting men from 

removing women from their home region… The assertion that the Pharisees were not concerned with the 

welfare of women and children is just not true. What is true is that such welfare was a hot topic...a complex 

topic...with a lot of disagreement on what new policies to embrace and/or what old policies to maintain or 

chuck”.  (Ben Johnson at https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3789) 

 

 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3789
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Biblical scholars remind us that the Scriptures are historically conditioned.  That means that Scripture 

passages need to be understood in context, and Jesus would have been part of the fabric of early First Century 

Jewish culture.   

 

In the First Century, a woman had few rights.  Very few women had livelihoods of their own and were 

dependent on their husbands.  So, the consequences of divorce were acute.  

 

When confronted by the Pharisees about divorce, Jesus offered a response that honored the sanctity of the 

bond of marriage as the norm.  Two people committed to love one another were expected to live in peace and 

harmony for the rest of their lives.  In today’s world, that is unfortunately not always the case. 

 

Today, there are some religious traditions which do not accept civil divorce. The covenantal bond is simply 

not to be broken no matter what. The Episcopal Tradition is ‘not’ one of them.   

 

The Episcopal Church doesn’t condone divorce.  However, the Church recognizes that when two married 

people no longer can fulfill the covenantal bond of marriage, then, divorce may be the best option.  (Canon 

19: The Constitutions and Canons of the Episcopal Church) 

 

In marriage, the Church strongly tells us couples to do everything possible to fulfill the bond which is created 

in the sacramental rite of marriage.  I believe that most people work hard to keep their marriage alive and 

well.  When a marriage ends in divorce, the consequences are many.   

 

My own background includes having had parents who lived an unhappy and unhealthy life together. 

Witnessing that life was painful.  When they divorced, it seemed to make good sense.   

 

I believed then as I do now that God does not intend for two people to be unhappy. The Episcopal Tradition 

supports that belief.  As a priest in that Tradition, I celebrate the love which two people have for one another 

in marriage.  I also appreciate the need for healing for those who divorce, the healing of memories and the 

healing needed for people to move forward in life.   

   

One of the difficult tasks in preaching today is the tension between human love and Godly love.  Human love 

aspires to be like that of God’s love which we believe is unconditional.  God loves us for who we are as God’s 

creatures.  Human love is not without conditions, and yet, when two people love one another, the experience 

is most often a “splendid thing”. 

 

Shifting to a different kind of love, people who have pets most often love them and take good care of them.  

The seeming affection in return for that care some would say is unconditional. 

 

So today, we celebrate love.  We celebrate God’s love, the love and care people have for one another and the 

love and care people have for the pets in their lives be they animals, birds or reptiles.   

 

Though I do not have a pet, I very much appreciate the bond between a person and that of a pet, a creature 

which represents God’s love in a unique way.  Today’s blessing of pets can remind us of a kind of simplicity 

in life and the generosity of God in the gifts to us in creatures great and small.   

 

Let us celebrate love, all kinds of love.  Let us give thanks for God’s love, so that we in turn can share that 

love with others including our pets.  Amen. 

 

 


