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+May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, our Strength and 

Redeemer.  Amen.   

 

The readings we hear week after week can be found in a Lectionary with a three-year cycle, Cycles A, B and 

C.  Currently, we are Cycle B. 

 

For the past three weeks, the wise people who put Lectionary together have given us challenging Gospel 

passages. Today’s first reading from the Book of Job is also challenging, and the passage from the Letter to 

the Hebrews is no ‘Cookie Walk’.   

 

Some of us know that St. Mark’s has an amazing thing on a particular Sunday called the “Cookie Walk”.  

We’ll have to ‘wait for it.  Today, we are faced with some challenging ‘stuff’ to ponder.   

 

On one level, the Gospel passage could be an ideal segue to a sermon on stewardship.  Since we are in our 

current Stewardship Season entitled, “Transforming Generosity”, this passage could be relevant.   

 

The man we encounter at the beginning of the Gospel had ostensibly lived a ‘good’ life, at least from his 

perspective.  In the encounter with the man, Jesus steps up to the plate with a response that knocked the ball 

out of the park!   

 

Jesus tells the man who was rich in many things, “You lack one thing: go, sell what you own, and give the 

money to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then, come follow me.”  Dejected, the man left 

“grieving”.  Here, we encounter a seemingly hardnosed Jesus who on the surface seems cold and almost 

indifferent.   

 

But wait, did you hear the important phrase before that statement to the rich man?  “Jesus, looking at him, 

loved him”.  So, it would seem that the challenge to the rich man was tempered by a gaze, a loving and tender 

gaze, which just may have enabled a very different tone of voice.   

 

As we all know, the tone of a voice can make a big difference.  Let’s try that sentence with a more gentle 

tone: “You lack one thing: go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor and you will have treasure 

in heaven; then, come follow me.”  Spoken with a softer tone and through loving and tender eyes, the passage 

and its challenge take on different implications, do they not?   

 

The passage from the Gospel of Mark is about wealth, yes, and also relationship.  Whether the rich man or the 

disciples, Jesus is clear that to follow him means to sacrifice for the good of others.   

 

No doubt as shocked as the rich man was by the words of Jesus, the disciples must have also been shocked by 

what he said to them.  Were we shocked by the Gospel and also the words from the Letter to the Hebrews?  

The Letter tells us: “The word of God is living and active, sharper than a two-edged sword, piecing until it 

divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”   

 

The “thoughts and intentions of the heart” are key to how we perceive ourselves, how we are perceived by 

others and how we live lives dedicated to Jesus and our neighbor.  It was Jesus, the living Word of God, who 

came into the world as the outpouring of the love of God for all people.   
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Perhaps, the challenge of the giving of ourselves, our time, our talents and our monetary resources needs to be 

out of love from deep within our hearts.  Perhaps, Jesus intended to challenge the rich man and his disciples to 

dig deeper, to plumb the depths of the heart and find true meaning in love and the giving of that love so that 

others might have life.   

 

This past week at our Women’s SPA Day, the intentions of many volunteers who came to serve others must 

surely have been from the heart.  It was amazing!   

 

The teams of volunteers who serve others in our Breakfast Café Ministry must surely volunteer out of the 

goodness of their hearts. That ministry is amazing! 

   

Whether liturgical ministries, the Breakfast Café, SPA Days or any of our many ministries we offer at St. 

Mark’s, volunteers come.  We couldn’t do what we do without them.  Many of you here today give and give 

of yourselves in remarkable and much appreciated ways. 

 

We couldn’t do our ministries without the many helping hands whose joy of giving is amazing.  One can see it 

in eyes, in the actions of hands and in the outpouring of love for the ‘other’.  Being here and giving of our 

gifts in response to the Gospel are signs of amazing generosity!  

 

The call of the Gospel is amazing as well as alive, dynamic and compelling.  Words spoken by Jesus and by 

others in the Scriptures are alive, dynamic and compelling.   

 

If the writer of Hebrews is correct, the words of the Scriptures are a two-edged sword; they can cut deeply 

into our hearts and challenge even the holiest among us to go deeper.  The Scriptures challenge us to do all we 

can to remain steadfast in following Jesus.    

 

In today’s first reading, Job knew what it meant to remain steadfast.  For all of Job’s trials and losses, the 

culmination of his faithfulness is one of moving from darkness to light.  His lament eventually turns into joy.   

 

So, my friends, today’s Scripture passages tell us a great deal about the joy of discipleship.  Discipleship 

means relationship and a deep commitment to what it means to follow Jesus from the depths of one’s heart.   

 

One’s heart needs to be in the right place for the intentions of our lives to be in sync with the heart of God.  

That heart is profoundly big and uncompromisingly generous.  When our hearts beat with God’s heart in 

Jesus, how can we go wrong?   

 

When our hearts beat one with the heart of Jesus, the poor and the needy can be lifted up.  The 

disenfranchised can feel the comfort of belonging.  Racial injustice can experience healing and reconciliation.  

Hurricane victims in Florida can know that neighbors care about them and so do we.  The losses of our lives 

can be transformed through the generous love of God experienced through the generosity of others.   

 

Could it just be possible that we could be so transformed by the generosity of God that our generosity can 

transform the world in which we live?  Amen.   

 

 


