
                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 16, 2020 

8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

Mission 
         We are an inclusive community of faith, reflecting Christ’s love,  

ministering to all who hunger in body, mind, and spirit. 

  

Vision 

Our strength as a faith community depends on our inner vitality, inclusive welcome, and outward action.                                                 

Grounded in these values, we continue our strong tradition of liturgical worship and education for all ages. 

                          We advocate for justice, serving those in need. 
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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Welcome to St. Mark’s community of faith!  
 
Safety and Security: Please take a moment to locate the exit nearest you in the event of an 

emergency. If you see something abnormal or concerning, please see an Usher for assistance. 

 
If this is your first visit with us, know that we are delighted you are here. Introduce 
yourself and be sure to sign our guest book at either entrance to the Sanctuary and/or fill-
out a Visitor’s Welcome Card. Our order of worship is provided here for your convenience and is taken from the 
Book of Common Prayer (BCP) starting on page 355. Our hymnals, The Hymnal 1982 (Blue) and Wonder Love and Praise 
(Green) and the Lift Every Voice and Sing (Red) can be found in the pews. “S” numbers are found in the front of The 
Hymnal 1982. We recognize that language in liturgy could be more inclusive and hope for a time when that will be 
a reality. We invite you to join us for refreshments and conversation following today's Service. Know that you are 
always welcome to be with us, and we would look forward to having you worship with us again. 
 
Weekly Worship at St. Mark’s: Sundays at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; Wednesdays, Eucharist and Healing Prayer at 

noon in the St. Mary’s Chapel. 

Sundays at St. Mark’s: Services are at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. The Breakfast Café, a program of our outreach 

ministry, is at 8:15 a.m. Following the 8:00 a.m. Service, we gather to socialize in the third level Conference Room. 
Exit to your left, go up the stairs on your left, and up the next set of stairs—the Conference Room is on the top level to the left at 

the top of the stairs. Our 10:30 a.m. Service is also followed by a social hour and occasional special receptions in our 

Parish Hall. Exit to your left, and the Hall is straight ahead. All are welcome! 

 
Children: Faith Formation for children and youth in 4th-12th grade takes place Sunday mornings at 9:30 on the 3rd floor. 
Childcare is available at that time so families can arrive together and parents can either attend Adult Formation or relax 
and socialize. Children’s Chapel for Pre-K through 3rd grade takes place during the first half of the 10:30 service. Please 
bring your child downstairs to check them in. We will escort children into the service after “the peace.”  
Nursery care is available for infants and little ones through age three throughout the 10:30 service. Children are brought 
into service during the Peace so families can receive Communion together. For more information, please speak to 
Laura Kozminski. 
 

Junior and Senior High Youth: Grand Rapids Episcopal Youth: G.R.E.Y. is a joint youth ministry between St. Mark’s 
and St. Andrew’s Episcopal Churches for youth in grades 6-12. We have weekly formation gatherings during the school 
year and service and social activities throughout the year. On Sundays during the school year, youth gather from 9:30 
a.m.-10:20 a.m. to explore Faith Lens, a weekly Bible study that engages them in connecting world events with the Bible, 
faith, and everyday life. On Wednesdays evenings during the school year, youth meet for Oasis, our weekly youth group 
gathering, with potluck at 6 p.m. followed by program from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Both classes meet in the 3rd floor youth room 
at St. Mark’s. Please contact our Director of Youth Ministries, Jeff Brown, for more information: jeffatgrey@gmail.com. 
 

Adults: We offer the Education for Ministry seminar during the academic year as well as an Inquirers’ Class for those 

preparing for Confirmation, Reception, or Reaffirming one’s faith. On Sunday mornings, we have adult devotional 

groups. Seasonally, there are Wednesdays at St. Mark’s from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for a potluck, presentation, discussion, 
and Evening Prayer. Please see Father Christian for more details. 

 
A Note about Cell Phones: We ask that you turn off your cell phone; if you are on call, please turn it to vibrate when 
you enter the church. Rest Rooms are located on the main level of the Parish House under the exit sign at the top of 
the hallway ramp. 

Parking on Sundays: Street Parking is available on Pearl, Ionia, Lyon, Fountain and other streets near the Church.  

Parking is available in the Parish lot, the upper and lower levels of the GRCC building on the corner of Division 

and Lyon (access from Lyon) and the Ellis Parking Lot at 210 Ionia just west of Lyon Street (access from Ionia).  For 

the Ellis Lot: Please, pick up an exit ticket from an Usher, a Greeter or at the Front Desk of the Parish House. Parking 

is free on Sunday only (and Christmas Eve). A white ticket is required to accompany the parking ticket and to exit 

the lot. Also parking is available in the GRCC lot off of Fountain Street on the corner of Fountain and Bostwick.  

 

mailto:jeffatgrey@gmail.com
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The Gathering of the People 

Prelude – Concerto in G Minor - Largo                                                                       Antionio Vivaldi, arr J.S. Bach 
 

Introit – Now That the Daylight Fills the Sky                                                                                              6th Century 
 

Gathering Hymn – Blue Hymnal 594: God of grace and God of glory                                          Cwm Rhondda 

Welcome and Greeting 
 

Presider:     †Blessed be God: most holy, glorious and undivided Trinity.   
People:        And blessed be God’s reign, now and forever. Amen. 

People:      Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

                  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

                  perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 Gloria to God  (8 a.m. spoken and 10:30 a.m. sung) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
Presider:     God be with you. 
People:        And also with you. 

Presider:     Let us pray. 
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and because in our 
weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping your 
commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Word of God 
  

The Hebrew Scripture (Seated as able)                                                                             Sirach 15: 15-20 
 
A reading from Ecclesiasticus 
 

If you choose, you can keep the commandments, 
and to act faithfully is a matter of your own choice. 

He has placed before you fire and water; 
stretch out your hand for whichever you choose. 

Before each person are life and death, 
and whichever one chooses will be given. 

For great is the wisdom of the Lord; 
he is mighty in power and sees everything; 

his eyes are on those who fear him, 
and he knows every human action. 

He has not commanded anyone to be wicked, 
and he has not given anyone permission to sin. 

 
Lector:     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.                                                            
People:    Thanks be to God. 
  

Psalm 119: 1-8 ((Psalm prayed by all in unison at 8:00; Antiphon intoned by the choir and repeated by all at 10:30) 

 
1 Happy are they whose way is blameless, * 

who walk in the law of the LORD! 

2 Happy are they who observe his decrees * 
and seek him with all their hearts! 

3 Who never do any wrong, * 
but always walk in his ways.   Antiphon 

4 You laid down your commandments, * 
that we should fully keep them. 

5 Oh, that my ways were made so direct * 
that I might keep your statutes! 

6 Then I should not be put to shame, * 
when I regard all your commandments.  Antiphon 

7 I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, * 
when I have learned your righteous judgments. 

8 I will keep your statutes; * 
do not utterly forsake me.    Antiphon 

 
The Christian Scripture                                                                                                              I Corinthians 3: 1-9 
 

A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians                                                      
 

Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, as 
infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. 
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Even now you are still not ready, for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and 
quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? For when 
one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to 
each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one 
who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters 
have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. For we are God’s 
servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

Lector:        Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.       
People:       Thanks be to God. 
  
Gospel Hymn – Blue Hymnal 490: I want to walk as a child of the light                                                   Houston 
 
Gospel Reading (standing as able)                                                                                                            Matthew 5: 21-37 
 
Presider:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People:        Glory to you, Lord Christ.      
 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and 
‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or 
sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; 
and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the 
altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to 
terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand 
you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, 
you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone who 
looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes 
you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your 
whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; 
it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you 
that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; 
and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry 
out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is 
the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 
And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ 
or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.” 

 
Presider:     The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
The Homily                                                                                                                   The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato 
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The Nicene Creed (Please note the language for the Spirit.)   
 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,   
  seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,   
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one   
  being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he  
  came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the  
  Virgin Mary, and was made a man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he  
  suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the   
  Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will  
  come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and   
  the Son. With the Father and the Son, the Spirit is worshiped and glorified. The Spirit has  
  spoken through the Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the   
  forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to  
  come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People (All stand as able) 

  

Intercessor:  During this Season of the Epiphany, we ask God to hear our prayers with our response:  O God, 
hear us.   
  
O God: We pray in thanksgiving for the Episcopal Tradition and its diverse expressions and our many 
ministries. We pray: 
O God, hear us. 
 

We pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, Presiding Bishop; Whayne, our Bishop; Christian, our 

Rector; Sue, Hugh and Jan, our clergy, and all those who serve God’s people here at St. Mark’s.  We pray: 

O God, hear us. 
 
We pray for the President, our Congress, our Governor, our Mayor and all elected officials that they may lead 
and guide in ways of justice.  We pray for peace in the hearts of all people and for the safety of our military 
personnel especially in the Middle East. We pray: 
O God, hear us. 
 
We pray for those who suffer from any grief or trouble.  Help us to be more responsive to the needs of those 
who suffer because of hatred, racism, violence and war. We pray: 
O God, hear us. 
 
We pray for the needs of the homeless, the unemployed, the forgotten, and for efforts to create equitable 
opportunities for all people. We pray: 
O God, hear us. 
 
We give you thanks for those who celebrate birthdays or anniversaries this week. We pray: 
O God, hear us. 
 
We pray for our own needs and those on our Parish Prayer List, the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, the Anglican 
Cycle of Prayer and all those for whom we have promised to pray.  (Pause to add additional prayers silently or 
aloud.) We pray: 
O God, hear us.                                                                                             
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We give you thanks for your saints who have entered into joy. Give to the departed eternal rest. Let light 
perpetual shine upon them.   (Pause to add additional prayers silently or aloud.) We pray: 
O God, hear us. 
  
We ask you to hear these prayers that we have spoken aloud and those which lie deep within our hearts. 
(Pause to add additional prayer silently or aloud). 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    

The Confession of Sin (A period of silence is kept) 

 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
Things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christi our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Absolution 
 
Presider:     †Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen  
                    us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
  
The Peace 

Presider:     May the peace of Christ be always with you.            
People:        And also with you. 
 
Announcements 
  

The Holy Communion 
 
Offertory – Light Everlasting                                                                                                          Olaf C. Christiansen 
 
 Presentation Hymn—Blue Hymnal 380                                                                                                             Old 100 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow: 
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer (Spoken at 8 a.m. and sung at 10:30 a.m.)                  BCP Prayer A 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Presider: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth….Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Spoken at 8 a.m. and sung at 10:30 a.m.)                                                                             Proulx 
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The people may stand or kneel as the Presider continues. 
Holy and gracious God:  In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Creator of all. He stretched out 
his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Presider and people: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presider continues: 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
†Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him.  
 
†Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask 
through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread and Distribution (A period of silence is kept) 

 
8:00 a.m.: Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
                 Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
                 Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
 
10:30 a.m. (Intoned by the choir and then repeated by all, translation above)                                          Joel Martinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presider:    The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
People:       Let us take them in remembrance that Christ died for us and feed on him in our hearts by faith,    
                  with thanksgiving.   
 
Healing Prayer: When a Healing Minister is present during Communion, you are invited to receive a prayer 
for healing and wholeness for yourself or for a loved one in front of the organ case.  
 
All who seek a deeper relationship with Christ are invited to receive Holy Communion. Parent(s), please feel free to make a 
decision for your child even if not baptized.  If you are able, please come forward toward the High Altar, entering on the 
organ side, filling in the Communion rail from right to left, and returning to your seat from the Lectern side.  Consecrated 
bread and gluten-free bread are available. You may also choose to receive consecrated wine from the shared cup or from a 
separate smaller cup of intinction (dipping). If you prefer to receive a blessing, please come forward and cross your hands 
over your chest.  
 
Communion Music – Blue Hymnal 593: Lord, make us servants of your peace                    Dickinson College 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 
Presider:      Let us pray. 
People:         Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
                    of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in  
                    these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 
                    eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love  
                    and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be  
                    honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
 



10 

 

Final Blessing   
Presider:     May God, † the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer bless us this day and remain with us always, we  

      pray.  
People:        Amen. 
  
Hymn of Sending Forth—Blue Hymnal 347: Go forth for God                                                                    Litton 
                                                
Dismissal  
 
Deacon:       Let us go forth in the name of Christ, alleluia, alleluia. 
People:        Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
Postlude – Concerto in G Minor: Allegro                                                                                          Vivaldi, arr. Bach                                                                                                              
  

You are invited to participate in the tradition at St. Mark's to remain seated until all the candles are extinguished and the 
postlude has ended, fitting ways to conclude our worship together.  Thank you. 
  
Please, join us for fellowship and conversation, as our celebrations continue in the Parish House. A reminder that when 
the Rector preaches, his homily is available on the Resource Tables of the church.  Please, feel free to take a copy for further 
reflection. All homilies are video-taped and can be found at www.stmarksgr.org at the Media tab and on YouTube at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, Grand Rapids. 
 

 

Following the 8 a.m. Service all are invited to the Social Hour, on the third floor,                                                                                                                   
(Please use the double doors on your left, and take the stairs up, near the Welcome Desk.) 

Hosts: Judy and Baldwin Ogden 
 

Following the 10:30 a.m. Service all are invited to the Social Hour, in the Parish Hall,                                                                                                            
(Please use the double doors on your left, and cross the gathering area.)    

Host: Howard and Linda Soehl 
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Save the Date 
Sacred Sounds – Feb 23, 5 p.m. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – Feb 25, 5:30 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday – Feb 26, 12 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

Lenten Retreat at Marywood – Feb 29, 9:15 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Man Cave – Mar 7 

 
Volunteers Today, with Gratitude:  
8 a.m. Service: Assisting Minister – Dan McDonald; Lector – Dan McDonald; Ushers – Jack Lensink and 
Kenny Williams-Buck; Healing Prayers – Bea Rocco; Vestry Person of the Week – Chris Trevathan 
10:30 a.m. Service: Verger – Chris Trevathan; Crucifers – Pedro Martinez and Shannon Gould; Acolytes: Liv 
and Landyn York; Chalice Bearer – Jan Gockerman, Margaret Stretton and Pedro Martinez; Lectors & 
Intercessor – Michelle Jennings, Judy Coby and Kathryn Marmion; Ushers – Milton Roye, Larry and Sandi 
Snellink; Altar Guild – David Hawley, Cathy Karsen, Bea Rocco and Sandra VanKley 

 
Sustaining St. Mark’s Ministry in 2020 
  
Thanks to all those who sustain our ministry together at St. Mark’s with pledges and offerings. The total budget 
for 2020 is $782,838, which requires an estimated $15,055 income per week. Last week we received $10,324 
contributions in pledges and offerings. 
 
Contributions Received YTD   Needed YTD   Difference YTD 
$ 141,110     $ 89,808   $ 51,302 
  
A reminder that we gratefully receive pledges at any time throughout the year. (Pledge cards and envelopes are 
available on the resource table in the church, which can be given as cash, check, or direct deposit.) Want more 
details about the Parish’s giving or finances? Please, email questions to our Finance Manager, Pam Stevenson, 
at pams@stmarksgr.org. 
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St. Mark’s News – February 16 
 
A walking tour of ice sculptures downtown Grand Rapids, Today: The City of Grand Rapids is offering St Marks a 
walking tour today at 3 p.m. Meet at Wood TV pavilion outside (near Rosa Parks) Off street parking in the city in most 
area’s is free.  Contact Michelle Gordon with your RSVP at 616-443-0596 call or text or 
email michellegordon@gordongroupgr.com  
 
Wednesdays @ St. Mark's:  Celebrating Our Tradition will rap up with the final session this Wednesday Feb. 19. The 
potluck supper is at 6:00 p.m. and then separate spaces for the formation opportunities.  At 7:45, we will pray Compline 
(Night Prayer) concluding the night by 8:00 p.m.  Please, join us and bring a dish to share. ~  Christian+ 
 
Announcements on Sundays: Respectfully, we ask that announcements be tailored to one minute in length, and all those 
making announcements are asked to check-in with the Presider before the Service. Bulletin announcements need to be no 
more than a brief paragraph. Extended announcements or articles can be put in eNews as a link.  Many 
thanks.  ~  +Christian & Worship Ministry 
 
Cold and Flu Season:  As we all know; we are in the midst of the cold and flu season. Please wash your hands as often as 
possible.  Hand sanitizer lotion can be found at both entrances of the Sanctuary.  Please feel free to use it when entering 
and leaving Church.  Thank you 
 
Micah Project Event: Join us on February 18th to learn about Broad Based Organizing. There will be two sessions, one if 
this is new to you and one that will go deeper if you’ve been coming to previous trainings. The event will take place from 
7-9 p.m. at Westminster Presbyterian Church. Please see the eNews for link and registration.  

 
Shrove Tuesday: Get Ready to P-A-R-T-Y Pancake Style! Feb 25: Before Lent, Episcopalians celebrate "Fat Tuesday" 
(aka: "Mardi Gras" or "Shrove Tuesday") with a pancake dinner. Join us for an all-ages celebration on Tuesday, February 

25th from 5:30-7 pm. Children are encouraged to come in pajamas or costumes! Enjoy dinner anytime between 5:30-7 pm, 
Face painting, small games and crafts available 5:30-6:15 pm, Costume parade 6:15 pm, Pancake relay 6:20 pm. 
 
Ash Wednesday Feb 26: Services with ashes will be at 12 p.m. and 7 p.m. A soup and bread contemplative supper will be  
offered at 5:45 p.m. prior to the 7 p.m. Choral Eucharist.   
 
Lenten Retreat 2020: ‘A Journey with Jesus’: How will you make a Holy Lent this year and will you consider this 
prayerful opportunity as part of this year’s Lenten Journey?  Please, consider the Parish retreat at The Dominican Center 
at Marywood on Saturday, February 29, from 9:15-1:00 (lunch included).  We will read, listen, explore and discuss 
passages of Scripture important during the Season of Lent.  We will use “Turn, Learn and Pray” from the Way of Love 
from the Jesus Movement of the Episcopal Church as our guide.  A sign-up sheet is available at the Welcome Desk, and 
registration is limited to fourteen parishioners. A registration fee of $15 will be gratefully received to help offset the cost 
of the retreat. Come, retreat and pray! ~ Christian+ 

 
Wednesday’s at St. Mark’s during Lent: Join us for The Story of Jesus in History and Faith presented by parishioner, 
Herb Merrill Mar 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr 1. For more information on each this series and a description of each week, please refer 
to the link on the eNews and the flyers available on the resource tables of the church. 
 
Lenten Resources: Our new Lenten Devotional booklets have arrived and are now available on the resource tables in the 
Sanctuary. This is a wonderful collaboration of devotions with writers from St. Mark’s, Bethlehem Lutheran Church and 
the Cathedral of Saint Andrew. For an electronic version of the devotional please refer to our eNews or our website.  
We also have booklets From Suffering to Salvation, Lenten devotions from Henri Nouwen.  
 
Sunday Lenten Bible Study: On Sunday’s over Lent, Mother Sue York will offer a Bible study on the Gospel for the day 
in St. Mary’s Chapel. The sessions will frun from 9:30 – 10:10 a.m. Please, pick up a bulletin at the North Transept and 
plan to join Mother Sue for these reflective discussions on March 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29. All are welcome! 
 
Man Cave March 7: Please come and help at Man Cave on March 7. The day seeks to serve our male neighbors in our 
community. Please see Mother Sue for more information and to be of help. 

mailto:michellegordon@gordongroupgr.com
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St. Mark’s Parish-Wide Dismantling Racism Reading Project: All St. Mark’s parishioners and friends of St. Marks are 
encouraged to participate in the Parish-wide reading and discussion of Ibram X. Kendi’s book How to be an Anti-Racist. 
This parish-wide book reading project is a first step in a long-term journey responding to Bishop Hoagland’s charge that 
we engage in racial healing, reconciliation, and justice as we pledged earlier in Fall 2019. Books can be purchased at the 
Welcome Desk for $15.00 after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Services today. Multiple dinner and/afternoon discussion 
sessions will be announced soon with discussions beginning in March. Contact Wendy Wenner at wennerw@gvsu.edu or 

Anne Hiskes at alhiskes@gmail.com for more information. Please notify them when you finish the book so that they may 
schedule a discussion.  

Environmental Care Ministry:  Protecting our planet from harm and ameliorating the damage that has already been done 
is urgent.  St. Mark’s is forming an Environmental Care Ministry, and we are looking for parishioners who would like to 
be part of it.  We envision education and action at the personal and church level, and we hope to become involved with 
other groups that are addressing environmental issues on a larger stage.  If you are interested in belonging to this group, 
please contact Marie McKendall at mack752@att.net.  

 Walk For Good Food Sponsors Needed: St. Mark’s is happy to announce that this year we are again a partner agency for 
the ACCESS Walk for Good Food (formerly the Hunger Walk). Partner agencies receive funds that are raised for their 
outreach programs.  Last year we received $3,750 that we were able to use to buy food for our Sunday Breakfast 
Cafe.  Partners also have some obligations to help make the walk a success and assist in the planning.  One of our duties is 
to help the walk secure sponsors for the event which takes place this year on Sunday, May 3rd. Corporate sponsorships 
may range from $150 to $5000+.  These sponsorships will result in giving your business recognition on the walk materials 
and the ACCESS website.  St. Mark’s will also receive the amount of each sponsorship back for our Breakfast Cafe.  All 
sponsorships need to be secured by March 15th. If this is something that you would like to consider, please see Scot Gugle 
or Judy Freeman after the church service or notify the church office of your interest. 
 
Safeguarding God's Children Training: All members of the vestry, staff members, delegates to convention and 
volunteers with children MUST take "Safeguarding God's Children" training every three years. If you are due for a 
renewal OR would like to volunteer with children and youth in the future, please plan to attend our next 
training: Saturday, March 21st 9am-noon. Registration is on the St. Mark's website. Questions? Email 
laurak@stmarksgr.org 
 
Welcome ‘Carmelita’: The winner of the “name the garden angel” contest is Carmelita. Carmelita means “garden” in 
Spanish. She will be treated with a coating for weather protection and then will find her permanent home in St. Mary’s 
Garden this spring. 
 
Volunteer with Children's Ministry: Our Children's program is growing and we need more Sunday volunteers! You can 
sign-up to help just one Sunday a month or more as it fits with your schedule and interest. We need help during our 9:30 
Formation Class and our 10:30 Children's Chapel. You can pick the time that works best for you! All volunteers must 
attend "Safeguarding God's Children" training and undergo a background check. Please contact Laura Kozminski if you 
are interested: laurak@stmarksgr.org  
 
Electronic Giving:  We are pleased to announce that we continue to provided electronic giving.  This is a convenient and 
safe way to make a one-time or recurring donation. Getting started is easy—just pick up a form at the resource table.  
When you participate, your gift will transfer directly into St. Mark’s bank account. If you are a snow bird, away on 
vacation or just can’t make it to church on any given Sunday, you won’t have to remember to write a check or stop by the 
ATM.  If you still want to place something in the offertory, just pick up one of our “I gave electronically” cards on your 
way into church and use that at the offertory time. – Pam Stevenson, Finance Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mack752@att.net
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Sunday, February 16 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 
8:15 a.m. Breakfast Café (Parish Hall) 
9:00 a.m. Social Hour (Third Floor Conference Room) 
9:30 a.m. Faith Formation Grades 4 through 12 and childcare (Third Level of Parish House) 
9:30 a.m. Devotion Group (Canterbury Room) 
9:45 a.m.             Choir Warm up (Choir Room) 
10:30 a.m. Children’s Chapel and Nursery (Lower Level of Parish House) 
10:30 a.m. Choral Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 

11:45 a.m. Social Hour (Parish Hall) 
3:00 p.m. Walking Tour of Ice Sculpture in Grand Rapids (meet at Rosa Parks Circle) 
5:00 p.m. New Parishioners Dinner (Parish Hall) 
  
Monday, February 17 
12:00 p.m. Meeting outside group (Third Level Classroom) 
  
Tuesday, February 18 
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Parish Hall) 
5:30 p.m. Meeting outside group (Third Level Classroom) 
7:00 p.m. Nourishing Ways (Parish Hall) 
Wednesday, February 19 
12:00 p.m. Midweek Eucharist and Healing Prayer (St. Mary’s Chapel) 
12:00 p.m. Endowment Ministry Meeting (Parish Hall) 
6:00 p.m. Wednesdays at St. Mark’s – Celebrating our Tradition potluck, program and compline 
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary Balcony) 
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 
Thursday, February 20 
12:00 p.m. Meeting outside group (Third Level Classroom) 
5:30 p.m. Vestry Dinner (Third Level Middle Classroom) 
6:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting (Third Level Middle Classroom) 
 
Saturday, February 22 

9:00 a.m. Outside Group (Third Level Middle Classroom) 
9:00 a.m. Altar Guild Workshop (Sanctuary and Sacristy) 
 
Sunday, February 23 – The Last Sunday of Ephiphany 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 
8:15 a.m. Breakfast Café (Parish Hall) 
9:00 a.m. Social Hour (Third Floor Conference Room) 
9:15 a.m. Devotion Group (Canterbury Room) 
9:30 a.m. Faith Formation Grades 4 through 12 and childcare (Third Level of Parish House) 
9:45 a.m. Adult Choir Warm Up (Sanctuary) 
10:30 a.m. Children’s Chapel and Nursery (Lower Level of the Parish House) 
10:30 a.m.           Choral Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 
11:45 a.m. Social Hour (Parish Hall) 

11:45 a.m. Walk for Good Food Meeting (Canterbury Room) 
12:00 p.m. Lunch Bunch (offsite) 
5:00 p.m. Sacred Sounds (Sanctuary) 
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Prayers are requested: 
Lynn & Toby Burk 
Sharon Buursma 
The Casines-Abreu family 
Jennifer Davis 
Roger Faber 
Patricia Hoxie 
Karie Ingersoll 
Ty Karsen 
Barb Kent                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Tom Klein 
Len Mahoney 
Sarah McIntire & Kate Goebbert 
Alissa Monsalvo 
John Oatley 
Aila Olivia 
Jesse Roby 
Elise Rossell 
Mary Slenker 
Mary Slew 
Heidi Stoneman 
Kip Taylor 
 

Our inbound and 
semi-inbound parishioners: 
Irene Haizman  
Jane Jawahir  

Doris Olson 

Earle & Mary Slenker 

Lee Strodtman 

Shari Takus 

Margarett Tanase 

Jean Zylstra 

 

Prayer for Discernment 

Bea Rocco 

 

Those in Military Service 

LTC Timothy Brower Sr. USA 

LCpl Gabriel Monsalvo, USMC 

Maj Todd Murray, USAF 

1/Sgt Deidre Piechocki, USA 

 

 

 
 

Officers and Vestry Members 

 

Chris Trevathan, Sr. Warden 

chris.t@tds.net 

 
Michelle Jennings, Jr. Warden 
michelle@sorrelleagency.com  
 
Andrew Knapp, Clerk 
andrew.n.knapp@gmail.com  
 
Roger York, Treasurer  
Ex Officio  
Yorkroger1@gmail.com 
 
Serving through Jan 2021 
Nancy Dodge 
Kate Dykema 
Scot Gugle 
Michelle Jennings 
Andrew Knapp 
 
Serving through Jan 2022 
Mike Armour  
Brandon Beyer 
Brian Topolewski 
Chris Trevathan  
 
Serving through Jan 2023 
Dawn Buller 
Judy Freeman 
David Ilem 

 

 
 
The Right Rev. Whayne M. Hougland, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Western Michigan 
 
Clergy and Staff of St. Mark’s: 
 
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato, Rector 
christianb@stmarksgr.org 
The Rev. Susan York, Associate Priest 
susanspenceyork@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Hugh Dickinson,  
Priest Associate  
hughd0537@gmail.com 
The Rev. Jan Gockerman, Deacon 
jangoc@umich.edu 
Dr. Gregory Crowell, Music Director 
gregc@stmarksgr.org 
Noah Jacobs, Organ Scholar 
Pam Stevenson, Finance Manager 
pams@stmarksgr.org 
Megan Harding,  
Parish Administrative Associate 
meganh@stmarksgr.org 
Jeff Brown, Director of Youth Ministries 
jeffatgrey@gmail.com 
Laura Kozminski, Director of Children’s 
Formation 
laurak@stmarksgr.org 
Monica Peak, Associate Sexton 
Wendell Chivas, Sexton 
Kate Pyles, Communications Ministry 
katep@stmarksgr.org 
Natalie Green, Robin Green, Samantha Green, 
Nursery Caregivers 
David Messelink, Webmaster 
davidm@stmarksgr.org 
Donley Mackey, Historian/Archivist 
donleym@stmarksgr.org 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

134 Division North  

Grand Rapids MI 49503 

616-456-1684 

www.stmarksgr.org 
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