
Fall Wednesdays at St. Mark’s 2019 

6:00 Potluck; 6:30 Presentation/Discussion; 7:45 Compline 

September 25     Paul’s Love Letter to the Philippians, pt. 1 – Tom Woudstra 

This three-part series will explore Paul’s relationship to the Philippi community.  Paul can’t say enough about love, joy, 

peace and grace and descriptions of such abounds in his little love letter to the church at Philippi he wrote from prison 

while facing possible execution.  This is the core of his message, the heart of God’s heart.  How does Paul pull this off?  

Bring your curiosity, imagination and Bible, as we take a closer look together.   

October 2  Paul’s Love Letter to the Philippians, pt. 2 
(See above) 

 

October 9  Paul’s Love Letter to the Philippians, pt. 3 

(See above) 

 

October 16  Heartside Ministry -- Gregory Randall 

Gregory Randall, Executive Director of Heartside, and Pastor Kelly VanBrouwer of Heartside will be with us.  Heartside 

Ministry is a faith-based nonprofit which serves those experiencing homelessness or other life struggles in the downtown 

area of Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Heartside offers counseling, advocacy, art and educational programming all without 

charge to our neighbors.  Heartside also has a Sunday morning worship service in their chapel.   All are welcome, as the 

ministry believes that all are created in the image of God and deserving of dignity and respect.   Please, join us! 

October 23  Broad-based Organizing and IAF – Paul Turner 

In broad-based organizing, organizations like St. Mark's come together with other organizations to make our community 

better and safer. Paul Turner, long-time Lead Organizer in the IAF*, will present an overview of this initiative and explain 

why St. Mark's involvement is essential. Matt Jantzen, faculty member at Hope College, will describe how a similar 

organization he worked with in Durham, NC, has led in building affordable housing.  Founded in 1940, the Industrial 

Areas Foundation (IAF) is the nation's largest and longest-standing network of local and community-based organizations. 

October 30  Network 180 -- Amanda Tarantowski  

Network 180 is a social service agency which inspires hope as it works to improve mental health, support self-determined 

lives and encourages recovery for those seeking assistance.  More than 50,000 individuals in Kent County are served 

annually through Network 180 and its network of care.  Amanda will talk about the organization and how she and many 

others work with those struggling with mental illness, substance use disorder and those living with a developmental 

disability.  Substance Use Disorder System Manager, Amanda has worked at Network 180 for several years and is 

passionate about her work and the care given to so many at Network 180. 

November 6  The Formation of Christian Scriptures -- Herb Merrill  

 

How did the books of the New Testament come to be recognized as Holy Scripture? In this session we'll become Church 

historians and examine the formation of the Christian Scriptures. Who decided what was scripture and what was not? 

What criteria did they use? What does it mean for us today? 

Herbert Merrill, a member of St. Mark's, is a former history professor with a seminary degree in Church history.   

 

November 13   Dominican Center Marywood – Margarita Solis-Deal 

Join us for an exploration of the programs and services offered at the Dominican Center at Marywood.  Margarita Solis-

Deal, Executive Director, will be with us for an overview of the Center ministry and activities.  A ministry of the 

Dominican Sisters of Grand Rapids, we will experience a flavor of the Center’s spirituality, its learning programs, the 

conference center itself and the sacred spaces at Marywood.  The Center offers spiritual direction, single retreats and 

group retreats and special events and programs throughout the year.   


